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FARMER’S wife in Connecticut names fifteen 

periodicals that afe taken in her home and then 
says, ‘‘ The Stinday. School Times heads the list and 
is read first every time. Just ‘¢ould hot do without 
it.” “Itis testimony like this.that explains in part 
the responsiveness of The Sunday School Times read- 
ers to the advertising appearing. in the columns. of 
this paper. Are you making full use of that depart- 
ment ? 


All Things Are Yours 
By Thomas R. Robinson 
W* SUFFER, though “His hands afe filled with 
blessing, 


The lack of many things, when all are ours ; 
Our own souls of much treasure dispossessing, 
Neglecting higher good, and greater powers. 


O willing Giver! O reluctant taker ! 

How strange to see the child with crumbs content! 
The creature thus dishonoring the Maker, 

By seeking not the soul’s full nourishment. 
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What Makes the World Better ? 


What is “goodness” in the sight of God? . “Bet- 
ter” is the comparative degree of “good”; and for 
the world to be “better,” in God’s. sight, there must 
be more “goodness” in..the. world in. God’s. sight. 
A recent book entitled “Is the World Growing Bet- 
ter?” the purpose of which is. to prove that -it is, 
makes the following statement: “‘Go back ten years 
and there was no airship;. fifteen. years and there 
Was no wireless telegraphy; twenty-five years. and 
there was ‘rio automobile; forty years and there was 
no telephone and no electric light; sixty years and 
there was no photograph and sewing machine; sev- 
enty-five years, no telegraph; one hundred years, no 
railway and no steamship; one hundred and twenty- 
five years, no. steam engine; two hundred. years, no 
postoffice; three hundred. years, no newspaper; five 
hundred years, no printing press; one thousand years, 
no compass and ships could not go out of sight of 
land.’” But does any one of those merely physical 


or temporal “improvements” a ily have any re- 
lation whatsoever to “ 3” The question 
answers itself. None of those discoveries, nor all 
of them put together and multiplied a thousandfold, 
can save ati unsaved soul or moye any human bein 
an inch néarer to goodness in the sight of : 
For “goodhess” is “Godness”; and “none is good, 
save one, even God” (Luke 18:19); therefore no 
human being is good save as God has become his life, 
through the new birth, by that one’s faith in Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour. The world cannot grow bet- 
ter until “the life that is Christ” has become increas- 
ingly the actual life of the members of the human 
race. Both Bible and observation declare that 
the proportion of the unsaved to the saved is mov- 
ing in the wrong direction at an alarming rate. But 
the Christian has an optimism that not even that 
tragic fact can discourage: for he looks for the 
“blessed hope” of the Lord’s personal return to make 
this werld better indeed. 


a 
Where to Save Souls 


To reach the unsaved, we must go where the 
unsaved are. This seems obvious enough, but is it 
not true that many Christians to-day seem to take 
it for granted that the unsaved will come where the 
saved are, to find salvation? The New Testament 
message is quite different: it is a command to the 
church to go out into the lost world and reap a 
harvest of souls from among the lost. Some one 
has called attention to the fact that evidently, in Paul’s 
day, an unsaved sinner’s attending church was an 
unusual occurrence, because of the word in 1 Cor- 
inthians 14:23, 24,— “If ... there come in one un- 
believing.” In other words, the New Testament gath- 
erings of Christians, or the church, were times for 
the worshiping of God by members of the body 
of Christ, and were not looked upon primarily as 
opportunities for reaching the unsaved. After such 
times of worshiping together, the Christians went out 
among the. tnsaved and~preached: Christ, in season 
and out of season; where the unsaved were. Surely 
a revival of New Testament evangelism, with the 
New Testament methods, must be entered into by the 


‘ditch. “Of (Christ if the woeld-olde révival is to 


come. 
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What Shuts Christ Out? 

In many Christians’ life Christ has Scant room. 
wey Because they hate him? -By fo means. In 
a Christmas pastoral letter to his church Dr, H. W. 
Bieber wrote, of the babe Jesus: “When he [Joseph] 
reached Bethlehem, 2 Alka in the inn was oc- 
cupied, and Jesus’ wa8 born in the stable, and his 
cradle was the mangér.’ It was not that these inn 
owners hated Jesus, but their inn was preoccupied. 
. -.. So it is to-day; men’s hearts are full; every 
inch of space is filled...Men say they do not hate 
Jesus, but they have no room for him.” But what 
of. those agen who fling wide open every door 
into their life, every room in their hearts, to Christ’s 
full entrance and occupation and ownership! They 
know the meaning, all the year round, of the Christ- 
mas joy which rist came to bring to the whole 
world, — but which most men reject, holding on to 
misery and sorrow instead. Let us not A con- 
tent with Christ’s nearness; let us not be content 
even with his indwelling only; nothing less than his 
fulness is God’s offer and plan and purpose for every 
child of God, 

Pat 


Have You Gotten the Contract ? 


God is eager to award large contracts. But he 

must choose dependable contractors. Can we be so 
dependable that we shall get some of his best con- 
tracts? The answer is in this significant sentence: 
“Tf God has a gigantic task to be performed, faith 
gets the contract.” Not our merit, our skill, our tal- 
ents; but our faith conditions our receiving really 
reat contracts. And faith is easy!—for “faith 
ets God do it all.” So it is those who are truly little 
children in the. presence of God, with the child-like 
faith that counts upon Him to work the needed mir- 
acle, who are God’s greatest and most trustworthy 
contractors: If we want to be really trustworthy, let 
us really trust him. 


An Eye for Beauties of Action 


in a cry for beauty: “Let the beauty of the Lord 

our God be upon us” (Psa. 90:17). And that 
hunger is always with us, whether we so describe it 
or not. We need truth and we need obedience and 
service, but we need refreshment and joy and de- 
light as well. And oftentimes a life that has kept 
up nearly all the great loyalties fails of its full 
measure of influence just because amid all that was 
of such sterling worth the element of beauty never 
broke forth, 

There is a hard, practical spirit which takes the 
view-that as long as we are engaged in serious work 
it does not matter whether we touch it with beauty 
or not, It seems like “a luxury of devotion,” well 
enough in its way but something we can do without, 
and not.a thing to be. insisted upon, in this hard 
world, where men are necessarily called upon to give 
up much, In how much of our religious work we 
hear the clanking of the machinery and see the array of 
the statistics and all the utilities, and yet beauty does 
not break forth to refresh and charm. And some of 
us even doubt whether we ought to want it or whether 
we have any right to it. What a mistake when we 
come to think of our religion only in terms of the 
didactic or the hard. The Bible, teeming with figure 
and poetry and colored with beautiful experience, 
and expressing it in joyous words or words whose 
very sadness has a beauty of its own, encourages us 
to claim of our religious life what its writers always 
took as their right. Yet we can exjsound the -Bible 
even in such a way as to withhold all suggestion of 
its beauty. 

But we always need it. Sometimes a thing beau- 
tifully said will do all the work of a long and labored 
argument and more. And an act which is full of 
grace and charm will set a truth over into other peo- 
ple’s lives as no skilful explanation could ever do, 


[= ONE of the greatest of Psalms a man breaks out 


The moral life is energized and the very will itself 
is quickened and spurred by an action as it cannot be 
by some grand appeal ii words. 

One of the Chaplains with our troops at or near 
the Front in France said that the main substance of 
his memories of the war was the innumerable beau- 
ties of action which he had witnessed among our 
men. There were things that were hideous and evil 
all around, but when-memory began its work the 
beautiful in human actiofr out-distanced all the rest. 
Hour by hour, day b y, it would come back,—the 
sudden disclosure of hts heart by some doughboy 
on a dusty road, a word that would leap like a foun- 
tain out of some commonplace occasion, a generosity 
which would come like a miracle out of surroundings 
stripped of everything, some unpremeditated act that 
would transfigyre the reigning dullness with laugh- 
ter, — soméhow these were the memories that would 
triumph over the others, and in that proportion the 
experiences of the great conflict arranged themselves. 
Circumstances which had not a redeeming feature 
would suddenly yield some revelation of a man 
that .would warm the heart and color the day as 
the ordered circumstances at home would’ not often 
do. Ruins and unsightliness were all-around, but 
waste places broke into joy because of the treasure 
which many,,of these-men brought out of their hearts. 

The world is fyiul of these glories of human action ; 
but we iiave to have an eye for them. Many re- 
turned from the war scenes unconscious that they 
had stood again and again in the presence of the 
best life.had to give; they had an eye for the worst, 
and it gave them an unsightly world. 

The true Christian should be an expert in seeing 
the beautiful oftener than others, and often when 
nobody else can.. The power of Christ gave Luke a 
beautiful mind and sent him out, like his Lord, with 
an afhnity- that found, and then by gracious expres- 
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sion perpetuated to all time, the lovely things that 
had ened into being where Christ had touched a 
human soul. Like an arrow to its mark Luke had 
something within which sent him straight to 
the experiences which cheer and refresh. He appears 
to have found situation after situation which others 
either did not find or for some reason did not record. 

We grow weary of the didactic. We can only live 
about so long at a time with the abstract. e are 
not always conscious of a desire to be improved; and 
we do not try to improve our best friends, but sim- 
ply give them the best we have and take their best. 

ometimes we ought to plunge ourselves afresh into 
this great flood of the Scriptures just to “behold its 
beauty.” We know mot how arid we become. The 
annoyances and hindrances of life, the experiences 
which grate upon us, may before we are aware gain 
our attention too exclusively, and the eye for beauty 
may become dull, so that we think there is none there. 
There are some faithful souls who will go until they 
drop, enduring all that is unpleasant; they will never 
flinch before the hardest passages of life. But they 
do flinch at its more gracious aspects. And often 
this is all they need to make their influence complete 
that they should fully face all the encouraging and 
rejoicing things which God has put in their path. 
They have done full justice to the worst and the 
hardest. Now let them experience the best and the 
most beautiful. 

“We are not looking for mistakes to punish, but 
for excellencies to approve,” said a college president 
addressing a body of students. “The greatest critic 
is the one who can discover the largest number of 
beautiful things.” Two people even come back from 
a walk or a day’s business, both having been in the 
same actual world, but worlds apart, because of 
what they have observed in it. he scorner may 
ridicule it all, but one has brought back incident after 
incident that made him glad to live—and think 





Are You Having V ictory To-day? 


Your Lord’s “ finished work, and never 
finished working,” are your victory. 





better of life.. Another returns having seen still 
more to confirm his pessimism. F 

Men may not come to us and say it, and they may 
not even know that the hunger is there. The too 
long famished cannot eat, except by degrees. But the 
craving for the beautiful is there always. It may be 
dulled, it may be undiscerned, but it is there; and 
there is hardly any- one more needed out in the 
world than those who can discover and then dis- 
close the beauties that are always at hand. 

And then how great a thing it is to see that beau- 
tiful things go forth from us, always go forth from 
us. One of the great-preachers of the last generation 
used to take his sermon after it was all finished and 

© over it to see where it was deficient, and always 

e asked himself whether it was too dry and hard, 
and whether he had commended what he had to sa 
with words that had the grace and charm and proveboon 
which such a message deserved. It may surprise us 
to know how out of training we have gotten to be 
in seeing beauty of action among those who work 
around us and with'us and for us—how we are 
taking for granted and making commonplace by our 
lack of vision, deeds of love and kindness than which 
earth has nothing better to show. The beauty of 


the Lord our God is coming upon us when we begin 
to discern it in this great 
friends and men and toil. 


ellowship of familiar 








Were Bricks Made Without Straw ? 


In The Sunday School Times for November 8, 1910, I 
noticed an article “Real Bricks Without Straw.” The 
article stated that in: the walls of-certain storé chambers * 
dug up in Egypt there were found, some time ago, at 
the bottom, bricks made with straw, and in the middle 
courses bricks made with stubble, and in the top 
courses, bricks without straw. 

I have repeatedly seen in The Sunday School Times 
and in other papers similar statements with the pur- 
pose of proving thereby the story of the oppression of 
the Israelites in Egypt. I think there are many other 
proofs which are much more convincing than this. 
Beside, I have not been able to find even so much as 
a hint, in the Scripture narrative, of anything that 
would indicate that the Hebrews ever made bricks 
without straw. We are told in Exodus 5: 7-19 that, on 
the plea that the Israelites were getting lazy, the Egyp- 
tians refused to furnish the straw for the bricks they 
had to makes. So they gave the Israelites. the addi- 
tional task of going out over the country and gather- 
ing the straw necessary for their tale of bricks, so 
that instead of making bricks without straw. they had 
to get the straw the best way they could, and make as 
many bricks as they had previously made when the 
straw was furnished to them. 

In an article on Bricks, W. M. Flinders Petrie in the 
Hastings Bible Dictionary says, “Straw was not by any 
means universally used, often plain mud and sand, or 
pebbles and sand were used; and it was far more im- 
portant to get the tale of bricks done than to be too 
particular about the straw.” 

This would indicate that while many bricks might be 
found in Egypt which did not contain any straw, it 
would be no evidence of the historical accuracy of the 
record of the oppression of the Israelites in Egypt.— 
A Pennsylvania Pastor. 


Here is an interesting question, well worth under- 
standing clearly. The statement in The Sunday 
School Trimes as to “bricks without straw” was made 
in full recognition of the fact that, as this Pennsyl- 
vanja pastor points out, the Bible narrative does not 
say the children of Israel made bricks without straw. 
The point of the Bible narrative is correctly given 
by this pastor. But the interesting fact is that ruins 
investigated by modern archeology show that, after 
gathering stubble and making bricks with stubble for 
straw, certain walls were actually finished in “bricks 
without straw.” Human nature was the same in Bible 
times as to-day. And it is not necessary that the Bible 
should record for us the fact that the Israelitish 
laborers who were required to find their own straw 
may reasonably have been expected to take the short 
cut, the line of least resistance, and do certain work 
without any straw at all. In other words, archeology 
is here, as so often, a striking corroboration of the 
Bible record, 

The statement of Professor Petrie that “it was 
far more important to get the tale of bricks done 
than to be too particular about the straw,” is, of 
course, quite correct, and is also in entire accordance 
with what was written by the Archeological Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, Professor Melvin 
Grove Kyle. For, as already noted, the walls cf the 
storechambers indicate that the result of getting “the 





tale of bricks done” was that the upper, courses were 
made of bricks without straw. 

Thus it is that “bricks without straw” has come to 
be a well-known proverbial expression, meaning a 
cruel requirement laid upon .a people to. produce. re- 
sults without being furnished with the materials 
sneeded for production, 


PA 
Spiritism and Immortality 


I like your article on Spiritism (issue of November 
22, 1919). Yet it seems to me that the teaching of the 
evangelical’ churches concerning .the imberent immor- 
tality of the soul paves the way for the great inroads 
that Spiritism (demonism) is. taking. Almost all re- 
ligious people long for immortality. Spiritism preys 
upon this desire. Yet few seem to know that immor- 
tality is the prize of the high calling which is in Christ 
Jesus. 

“I charge thee in the sight of God, who giveth life 
to all things, . . that thou keep the commandment 
without. spot, without reproach, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: which in its own times he shall 
show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, 
dwelling in light unapproachable” (1 Tim. 6 : 13-16). Why 
is it that this teaching is ignored, while the teaching 
of the heathen philosopher, Plato, is incorporated in 
every creed in Christendom?—A Tennessee Reader. 


But do any evangelical creeds teach “the inherent 
immortality of the soul”? They do indeed teach the 
everlasting existence of all men; but everlasting ex- 
istence is no means immortality.. Most people use 
the word “immortality” in ignorance of its meaning, 
and misapply it in a way that is unscriptural. 

The continued existence of all souls forever is 
declared in the Bible. The immortality of all: souls 
is by no means declared, but the Scriptures expressly 
teach otherwise. 

The dictionaries unfortunately are not Scriptural 
in their definitions of “immortal.” They speak of 
the word as meaning “unending existence,” which it 
does not mean. They do define the’ word, on the 
other hand, as meaning “not subject to death,” which 
is Scripturally correct. The confusion arises from 
the identifying of death with a cessation of existence, 
or annihilation; and death is not that. Death, in 
the Bible, means separation, as life means union. 
Death is separation from God; life is union with 
God. True deathlessness, therefore, is the gift of 
God only to those who receive Him who alone has 
and is Eternal Life, -or Jesus Christ. “He that 
hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not the life” (1 John 5:12). 

The passage in 1 Timothy, quoted by the Tennes- 
see Reader, declares the same truth, that Christ the 
Son of God “only hath immortality.” Even Christian 
believers are, in this life, living in corruptible or mor- 
tal bodies, which are subject to death because not yet 
immortal. Therefore, as God’s Word tells us, “this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal must put on immortality. But when this corrup- 
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tible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall come to 
pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up 
in Yay OA fhanks be to-God, who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15: 
53-57). And it is “our Saviour Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death, and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel” (2 Tim, 1: 10); 
(An unusual and challenging discussion of this sub. 


ject has recently appeared in a. t entitled 
‘Mortality or Immortality?” ng Se. I. M. Hald 
which may be had from the Philadelphia School o 


the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, 
at 35 cents.) 


e plain tenthing <i the Word of therefore, 
is that only those have immortality who have Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and Life. Those who are 


without Christ must die “the second death, even the 
lake of fire” (Rev. 20:14). But that second death. 
as the Bible shows, is not cessation of existence, or 
annihilation: it is-everlasting separation of both the 
body. and the spirit from . 

Spiritism’s great Satanic lie is that continued ex- 
istence after this life, in joy and blessedness, comet 
to.all men. Like all other false religions, it is funda- 
mentally anti-Christian. Further articles on Spiritism. 
to be published from time to time in The Sunday 

hool Times, will make this very plain from the 
declarations and positions of those who are the 
spokesmen and propagandists of this tragic, death. 
Sains cult which is having such a Satanic revival 
to-day. . 


x 
In the Gethsemane Agony 


The discussion in-The Sunday School Times oj 
November 22, 1919, as to the real meaning of the 
“eup” which our Lord in his Gethsemane prayei 
prayed might pass, leads me to offer a suggestion. 

agree thoroughly with your view that the 
agony of -the garden must be identified with the 
agony of the cross, and that the prayer regarding 
the cup must be connected with the cry, “My God. 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” This 
atoning work of Christ was a conscious bur: 
den for a longer timé than wé sometimes think. 

The particular point that has grown upon me 
as being a part of that cup, about which the prayer 
was centered, ‘ts: the fact that Christ felt increas: 
‘ingly the rejection of his kingship by the Jews, 

“and that; ‘inspite’ of all that he came to earth tc 
accomplish for our redemption, there “would be 
some who would be ost. : 

All through his earthly ministry this fact. that 
he was ‘being rejected, and that the antagonism 
of the leaders was. growing more’ intense, was 
steadily cutting deeper and ‘deeper into his soul. 

If only all men might be saved; if only every 
immortal soul+might be: redeemed ‘into’ the. image 
of God, if only no single one would fail to be- 
lieve on him as the Saviour anointed of God for 
the work of atonement for the sins of all; then 
he would go to ‘Calvary with a joy without any 
alloy in it, in so far as the result of his work was 
concerned. Then he could go through the unspeak- 
able agony of the actual endurance of the averted 
face of God because be was taking the place of the 
sinner and paying the penalty of the world’s sin, 
with a far different feeling from that which now 
burdened his soul. The fact that some would not 
believe on him, but would reject him: if only that 
might not be! 

Noté, in connection With this thought, that when 
they came to take him, giving expression to the 
fact of their rejection of his claims, our Lord said 
to Peter: “The cup which my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11.) Thig 
was part of the cup—his rejection by those for 
whom he was about to die. 

Now one point which has impressed me for 
years in connection with this idea is that this agony 
involves the suffering of Christ as God, as well as 
his sufferings as man, in our stead. 

While he did feel burdened so that it seemed that 
he would die, yet we cannot think»it possible for 
him to have failed of sufficient physical strength to 
go through his task. True, angels. ministered unto 
him, and strengthened him, and some such renewal 
of his strength must have been certain. 

Moreover; he could have summoned _ twelve 
legions of angels, if need be, to withstand his ene- 
mies; but that would not solve his pressing prob- 
lem. That problem was as to how it might be 
possible to accomplish the work of atonement so 
that none would be lost. That could not be done, tf 
man’s free will should be continued. 

All the way along we note it, as when he said: 
“I.am come that they may have life.” But “ye will] 
not come to me, that ye may. have life” (John tro: 
10, and John 5: 40). How it hurt him all the time, 

It grows upon my conviction that the fact of 
the deep sorrow that Christ suffered all through 
his earthly ministry because he was being rejected 
is made meaningful by the further fact that this 
rejection must mean that all who did thus reject 
him could never be saved—Howard Agnew 
Johnston, D.D., Portland, Oregon. 
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HE Chinese as a race are sapemprerehte, They 
are by nature a meek, peace-loving le. 
There is no warlike tendency in them. 
have no desire for conquest by use of the sword. In 
this respect they are unlike their neighbors the Jap- 
anese. And yet by their pence ful methods they 
have proved to the wor!d, and will still prove in days 
to come, that they are unconquerable. It is note- 


_ worthy that in the animal world nature causes tame, 












































harmless, useful animals to increase and multiply, 
whereas the wilder, fiercer type of animal is few in 
number and tends to decrease. Even so the peace- 


loving Chinese race has survived the wreck of the. 


ages, and after 4,000 years has a surpassing popu- 
ation. ; 

Other nations may by their military or naval power 
be able perhaps to prey on China, seize portions of 
their land, or even bear rule over them, and yet 
the Chinese race, because of sheer weight of num- 
bers, cannot be conquered. In the very place where 
the foreigner has come and taken possession and 
is ruling, there the Chinese live, thrive, and prosper 
in greater measure than their supposed conquerors. 

China has her little internal strife, but this does 
not prove at all that as a race she is warlike. One 
instance will serve to prove that the Chinese people 
do not love to fight, and when they do fight it is 
not with the desperation of that of other races. Dur- 
ing the fighting between the North and the South 
in Hunan last year an armistice for a month was 
proposed, and the two reasons presented were, — first, 


‘the weather was not favorable for fighting; and, 


second, both sides were tired anyway! This was not 
a joke, it was serious enough from the Chinese stand- 
point. 


China a Jonah to the Japanese Whale 


But China fears no foe as she fears the Japanese. 
The aggressive policy of Japan is her constant dread. 
Buf as some one has well said, Japan may swallow 
China, but she never will be able to digest her. Even 
if it should ever be that Japan should Samanee China 
and rule her, for say fifty years or a hundred years, 
still whatever efforts Japan might make to improve 
China would eventually prove to the benefit of the 
Chinese people far more than to the Japanese. The 
same will be true of another nation or nations that 
might try to divide up or govern or develop the 
resources of China. The fact that the Chinese are 
so much more numerous than other peoples will ever 

ive them a great advantage in civil and commercial 
ife, in competition with others... A Chinese states- 
man recently said that while China might in the 
present controversy with Japan lose the province of 
Shantung, yet her loss would be nothing compared 
with that of Japan, for she had in this affair lost 
the heart of the world. 

But while there is this great advantage of numer- 
ical. superiority to China, yet on the other hand this 
very thing also has had, and still has, its great dis- 
advantages. The chief reason for China’s back- 
wardness as, for example, compared with Japan, is 
not at all that she is as a people less able, but that she 
is too big, too cumbersome, too clumsy, too unwieldy to 
make rapid progress. Large bodies move slowly. If 
China were one-tenth the size and the population she 
is, or the same population and the same area as Japan, 
she would not have been second to her in any re- 
spect, but would probably be the leading nation to- 
day in the Far Fast. ith a population of four 
hundred millions and so vast an area, it has been 
well nigh impossible for China to get under way as 
a nation. To govern so great a country is almost 
a superhuman task. Other Republics were organized 
when the countries were in their infancy. There- 
fore China’s age and greatness have been her chief 
hindrances, 

The present boycott of Japanese goods all over 
China is the Chinese protest against the concessions 
in Shantung granted by the Peace Conference to 
Japan. But this whole question will be one of much 
larger import in days to come. 
of the Japanese statesman is the Japanese control 
of the Pacific basin. Speaking in a general way the 
Pacific basin is bounded by Alaska, Canada, the 
United States, Mexico, South America, New Zealand, 
Australia, Indo-China, the Philippine Islands, China, 
and Japan. 

It will thus be seen at a glance that the question 
of the control of this ocean lies between the Yellow 
races and the Anglo-Saxon race. China has no am- 
bition, but favors the Anglo-Saxon side. Japan by 
her great merchant fleet has already made a big bid 
for it. There is no limit to her ambition. During 
the period of the war Japan had practically a mon- 
opoly on the Pacific. It was the hour of her greatest 
opportunity. But instead of using it wisely, she made 
the very stepping stone to future success a stumbling- 


The real ambition - 








block of failure. Pride and dishonesty have made 
the Japanese most unpopular as traders on the Pacific 
cean. 

Now that the war is over and the nations of 
Europe can again turn their attention to the Far 
East, a keen competition awaits Japan in the Pacific 
basin. China well knows that her real friends are 
not those of her nearest kin, but are the nations of 
the English-speaking race. 

few months ago, when traveling on the same 
steamer with Chinese delegates to the Paris Peace 
Conference, it was the writer’s privilege to have 
intimate conversation with some of these thought- 
ful men. On inquiring as to what they expected to 
say at the Peace Conference, they did not seem to 
have very definite ideas on the subject. On one 
occasion the writer ventured to advise the delegate 
to the effect that the best thing China could do was 
to commit her cause to the Allied powers. 

“That,” was the response, “is rather a humiliating 
course to have to pursue.” 

“Exactly,” I pointed out, “but there is for China 
but one alternative,—to fall into the hands of 
Japan.” 

The danger of this was frankly acknowledged by 
the delegate. Also it was freely admitted that if 
China were given another hundred years, she would 
not make real progress, if left to herself. She needs 
the help of outside nations to assist her in develop- 
ing her great internal resources. She does not want 








Sir Henry Couldn’t Wear Saul’s 
Armor 


i! By Sir Patriarch 


$6 AD, I can’t learn these Minor Prophets,” 
said Sir Henry Longlash. “They are too 
hard.” 
“Try this scheme,” said Dad. “It is after the 
Loisette memory scheme that I studied when I 


* was a boy: 


“Think of ‘Hojoam,’ the two letters of each 
syllable being the first two letters of the first 
three of the Minor Prophets—Hosea, Joel, Amos. 

“Then think of ‘Objomina,’ and it will be easy 
to recall Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum. 

“And then, to come down the home stretch, 
think of ‘Hazehazema,’ and you can recall Habak- 
kuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.” 

But every time the Little Knight came to Hosea, 
he said “Hojoam,” and every time he came to 
Obadiah, he said “Objomina,” and every time he 
came to Habakkuk he said “Hazehazema,” thus 
adding to the canon three apochryphal Minor 
Prophets, when, as every boy knows who has to 
learn them, twelve Minor Prophets are a plenty. 

“IT must do it my own way,” he said. 

Sir Henry. buckled down to saying the Minor 
Prophets over and over, out loud. Cyclops, the 
new rat terrier pup, began to yap at every men- 
tion of the herdsman of Tekoa, and the rest of 
the bunch. Soon Mrs. Hawes, the Primary Super- 
intendent in the Sunday-school, called up and said, 
“Make Henry slow down on the Minor Prophets. 
He reels ’em off so fast. the other ‘scholars’ can’t 
keep up!” 

“Because your mind is plastic, Sir Henry,” said 
Dad, “we will use the Bible Success-Band Book- 
let plan of Bible memorizing in yo20.” 

Why not begin the new year by using this plan 
with your children? 

Besides the verses given for daily memorizing, 
the Booklet, beautifully covered, contains mes- 
sages about the value of learning the Scriptures, 
from noted Christian leaders. The Booklet may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company 
mae ae a dozen copies, $15 a hundred, or 20 cents 
each. 
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China: Its Challenge and 


Will Japan swallow, and can Japan digest, China? 


* China? 






its Future 


By Robert A. Jaffray 


the assistance of Japan. At least she does not want 
Japan to have the whole opportunity and respon- 
sibility to herself. To avoid this danger, there is 
but one course, and that is to welcome the interven- 
fon of the Allies and so put a proper check upon 
apan. 

ecently a Peking telegram appeared in the home 
yoke announcing to the world that China was 
a kruptcy; that Japan was her chief creditor; 
that she owed a tremendous sum to the Japanese, 
and that the only hope she had of being saved from 
the clutches of Japan was intervention on the part 
of the Allied Powers. To me this seemed like the 
first intimation to the public of the program to be 
— out by the victorious Allies with ‘regard to 

ina. 

Thoughtful statesmen who are the true friends of 
China have for some time felt that once European 
affairs are settled somewhat, the nations of the 
world will turn to China as the great undeveloped 
part of the world, and make China the commercial 
‘happy ry og, | ground” of the present age. The 
plan that has been suggested is the creation of an 
international board quietly to take over the open- 
ing of China’s great mines, the building of her rail- 
roads, the policing of her waterways, and other 
great enterprises of development, in somewhat the 
same way in which the Chinese customs service was 
taken over by the nations some years ago. This 
would not need to interfere with the government 
of China. The leases granted thus to the nations, 
perhaps in proportion to the amount of their trade 
in China, could be redeemed by China in years to 
come, when she will have gotten on her feet financially 
and have learned to manage for herself the great 
industrial life of her country. Thus in the long 
run the ultimate benefit and blessing would in by 
far the larger measure accrue to China and the 
Chinese people. 

When the Chinese Giant Awakes 


All this ig seem to some to be mere speculation. 
It does not claim to be prophecy, but I believe that 
to a greater or less extent it will prove to be the 
future of China. In a surprisingly short time we may 
see that great giant nation awake and her vast un- 
told resources developed, her land covered with a 
network of railways, and the whole country become 
a veritable beehive of living industry. 

What will be the effect of this upon the people of 
From a moral standpoint it may not prove 
as desirable as it might seem. We do not covet alto- 
gether for China a civilization like that of so-called 
Christian nations. The advent of western industry 
to China will bring with it, as it invariably has done 
in other parts, a flood of new sin and crime such 
as old China never knew. But on the other hand 
the coming of all kinds of rapid means of trans- 
portation will bring the ends of China together, will 
unite the north and south, will open up the vast closed 
interior and will give wings to the Gospel message 
and speed on the work of evangelization as it has 
never been possible to speed it in the past. 

f we are right in our conjectures, then nothing 
can hinder the onward march of the events of the 
age. It ts for God’s people to wake to the oppor- 
tunities of the hour and to enter the open doors for 
Christ. What is needed more thah all else in China, 
as in all the missionary lands, and in fact what is 
needed in our own enlightened lands, is not only 
more education, more modern civilization, and more 
social service, but the grand, glorious message of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the message of his death 
and resurrection for the salvation of sinful human 
souls, the message of soul preparation for his soon 
coming back to this earth again. 

Oher lines of missionary activity may be more 
attractive to some, but to the missionary who knows 
the mighty work of God jin his own soul, in the can- 
celling of his great debt of sin, in the regeneration 
of his soul and the out-living of the life of the Sav- 
iour in his own life by the Holy Spirit, there is no 
other kind of work that can be substituted for “the 
foolishness of preaching,” and this Gospel work must 
permeate every phase of his activities. 

If this is not so all else is but philanthropic, tem- 
porary, human effort. The salvation that is of Him 
is alone etern2l. Therefore we may well say, “I 
am not ashafned of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of»God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth.” His commission is clear, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

That more may accept him and find the peace that 
passeth all understanding, that he may have many of 
the s@ns and daughters of the Land of Sinim to greet 
him ft his coming, is the sole purpose and ambition 
of the life of the writer. 

Wtcnow, South CHINA, 


“LY. 





“Going Strong” on the Victory Message 


* You cannot exaggerate it,” says an enthusiastic victor 








theater in his city at lunch time-one day in 
October, noticed people going into the theater. 
He was acquainted with the ticket seller and stepped 
up to the window to greet his friend. } 
“What's the matter? Are you running a noon bill?” 
he asked, ; 
“No. You better go in there and get fixed up. They... 


Asene business man, passing a downtown 
u 


will tell you what’s the matter with be 
“All right, I'll go you on that and take a shot at 
it.” . 
He went into the big auditorium and found between 
a hundred and two hundred people gathered, wait- 
ing to hear a message from Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, one: of the speakers at a Victorious Life 
Conference which was meeting afternoon and eve- 
ning in a church not far away. The young business 
man, who had never heard of such a thing as a Vic- 
torious Life Conference, cautiously took a seat at 
the back of the room and heard a thirty-minute talk 
on “How can a man be right with God?” a straight- 
from-the-shoulder message that the man in the street 
could understand. X 
At the close of the meeting he passed out, stopping 
to remark to his friend in the ticket booth: “Say 
fellow, I want to thank you. You did me a go 
turn there.” 


Worse than the Willard-Dempsey Beating 

He had made a mental note of the church where 
the meetings were to be held, and every day .there- 
after found him at the conference. The second day 
he came for an interview and told how he had been 
“beaten up at that theater meeting worse than Wil- 
lard was beaten by Dempsey.” The soni of a Metho- 
dist preacher, he had spent much of his young man- 
hood in serving sin, but for years had been hungry 
for God. Some time before he had accepted Christ 
as his Saviour, with an earnest intention of turning 
back to the God of his parents and his boyhood. But 
though he was a member of a Bible class of two 
hundred men and was wanting to represent Christ 
as he went about selling his goods he had no cer- 
tainty nor reality in his faith, and again and again 
found his mouth closed as to his faith in Christ,. be- 
cause his life had not rung true. He told his story 
and his hunger, as he had told it to the pastor of the 
church he attended. (The pastor told him he was 
all right, that he was an earnest Christian, far beyond 
the average; and he went away as hungry 4s ever.) 
The workers at the conference told him the good 
news of Christ’s provision for just sucha need. as 
his. He accepted by faith in’ simple praye? the-sirm- 

le fact that Christ’s grace is sufficient and he rose 
ll his kheés, in fact as well as in faith and stand- 
ing,.a new creation..in. Christ Jesus. 

With a racy and tumultuous..use.of English (or 
colloquial American, rather) which endeared him to 
the “boys” on the street, but which ‘may be a little 
shocking to a classically trained mind, hé went out 
on fire to preach Christ and tell about the.great. mir- 
acle that had happened to him. 

“What kind of a bunch have you gotten in with?” 
one of his business friends asked him when he showed 
him an announcement of the meetings, which he was 
placing around the stalls of a market. ; 

“I haven’t gotten in with any bunch, Wilson. I 
have gotten in with Him,” pointing upward. 
“He used to be up there, now he is up there and 
down in here too,” pointing to his heart. “But that 


is too deep for you. You haven’t taken the first 
step yet. am coming around again to tell you how 
to take it.” 


At most of the meetings after that he came ac- 
companied by some one else, the first day with a 

oung friend who had intended to go into the min- 
istry but was turned aside by the higher criticism, 
the next day with three of his unsaved employes, 
another day with his wife. 

“I want you to understand the stand I have taken,” 
he explained. “J am never going to doubt God 
again. I don’t expect to have an easy time, but with 
an open Bible and the cross of Christ before me 
I'll get over all the difficulties. I used to go out in 
the mornirg with a supply of grace in my pocket, and 
when I got in trouble reach in my pocket and get 
some. ut the trouble was I forgot most times 
to go into my pockets after a supply before the fail- 
ure came. Now I've learned that /’m under grace 
all the time, and don’t have to reach in my pocket.” 

Less than a month after his new experience, one 
of the workers received a letter from the young busi- 
ness man, which doubtless he never would have writ- 
ten if he thought it was to be printed. But; some 
things in that letter are too good to keep, and should 
be an encouragement to such as have started on the 
glorious path of adventure that opens to those who 
go all the way with Christ and believe him to the 
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pray for it? And will you also pray that if ( 
the message of Victory carried to the 
it possible to send a team of wo there? 








uttermost. He had said he wanted to write the fif- 
teenth of every month to tell how he was getting 
on. Let it be understood that his prayers are not 
iven as samples of words to be used; but how the 
eavenly Father must be hungry for such natural 
outbursts of the heart! 
November 24, 1919. 

My Dear Brother in Christ: 


You'll excuse lead pencil, but the old devil is 
crowding me, and to keep pace with all my obliga- 
tions I’ve got to make every minute count. I can 
write three letters in pencil before one in ink, So 
here we go.. Mighty sorry I didn’t get that letter 
off on the fifteenth. But I thought I would take 
another thirty days. By that time I would have an 
art collection of good things. ... 

My, I’ve got a great God. . Why, he doesn’t even 
let the devil rock my boat no more. The waves 
and sea are awful rough at times, but praise his 
Holy Name, I sail steadily on... . 

Pray! Why, I pray now till I have a good time. 
I used to get up. from my. knees heavy-hearted. Now 
it’s victory through: His.Holy Name; victory because 
my Gad is no longer a mystery, a gamble, a specula- 
tion, but a sure fact;... 

God put it on my heart last Monday to crowd my- 
self, and take my business to S.. I hesitated, but oh 
it came so emphatic. I’m here. On the train I 
said, “God, I like P. I don’t like S. Why can’t I 
stay where I am?” But the train kept on going and 
God said to me, “Be careful there, M., you'll soon 
be. telling .me .my_business i 
Say, Brother” B., when I got there, talk” about God 
being on the throne! Last Thursday I had an awful 
battle. Walking up the street I was wishing I could 
get on my knees. You sée, I’ve been taught on my 

nees and I just like to humble myself,. I saw an 
alley, got behind a piano box, “God, I’ve got the 
Victotious life, but I’m hazy. I’ve got to have com- 
plete victory,” . And, believe me, I got it! Just then 
a fellow said to me, I don’t know where he came 
from, “What’s the matter, fellow, are you bugs?” 


Evangelizing on a Garbage Box 


“T don’t hope so, friend; just landed a solar plexus 
on the devil.” And then we sat on that garbage box. 
I told him how twelve years ago'a mother’s boy left 
an Eastern city with reputation, character, friends, 
religion, godly father and saintly mother, and ran 
away from home and his God. “Five years later 
that same-boy, juggled by the weight of sin, staggered 
into a city mission. A man of God, as a climax to all 
that had been done and said, uplifted a crucified 
Christ. ‘There, young man, is your oy hope!’ Hope, 
hope, did he say? and like a flash of lightning out 
of the darkness and night of life came flashes of 
hope. That night that same boy with his weight 
of sin agers up Calvary’s hill, and standing in the 
shadow of the cross came face to face“with hope, God 
and his Saviour. Say, fellow, that boy was me. To- 
day I’m in business for God and myself. Athd what 
I was doing just there was getting back on the rock 
that never trembles.” 

To be brief, I left the fellow, went to my room 
and prayed: “God, I don’t want to be ridiculous or 
ungrateful; but I just have to pray. I don’t want 
to be buggy, because I want to represent you intelli- 
gently. But listen, God, I told that man to come to 
the mission to-night. Save him for my sake. I don’t 
want to be selfish in my prayer, but listen, God, it 





“* Channels Only ™ is one of many precious messages found 

in Victorious Life Hymns, the new hymn-book edited by 

Charles M. Alexander and the Council of the Victorious 

Life Testimony. The Sunday School Times Company, 

1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, publishes the book at 
60 cents a copy, or $55 a hundred. 














and talked with 
"jh an alley. 
, tory. 


vary’s: hill and said, There was Jesus — gee, % , 
' I just got to ery when. I think of that fellow, and 


” God forgive me... 


surely would make me strong if you would save him 
for the three of us, You, Jesus, and me.” I prayed 
got to. the meeting late, 
The man was standing telling how he came to 
He thought the fellow was i 


how. he loved Him, and didn’t. want to lose the. vi¢- 
And. when he told me how he. staggered up 


esus.” 
rother B., God is real as sunlight, 


want to confess 
Hear me now, 


r more powerful than creation and evolution, and more 


Say, B 


rother. B., 
onestly I won’t ask God no more questions. 


prnceons than. 2 mother’s. love, . . 
If he 


". tells me to go I’ll go if I have to hike it all the way. 


Brother B., stand true. ’s all right, honestly he is. 
When he can take a — hesitating, doubting soul 
like mine, and put me ind a garbage box, then 
save an ex-convict, a prodigal of the saddest type, 
take my awkwardness and blossom and bud a jewel, 
—say, Brother B., I’ll only attend to my business 
after this, and let God attend to his. I love you, 
Brother B., because you love my Jesus and know my 


You bet I'll pray for you, and every other Victori- 
ous Life comrade I meet in the way. bless you 
Brother B. How-I wish I was there in C., so I coul 
tell you how much I love Jesus. I ilove him so 
much more than when I saw you last, and gracious, 
I’! love him a whole lot more next time I write... 
Jesus will “Fix it’? for You, Too! 

Remember what you told me after that young 
people’s meeting? “Don’t fix up what you 
want to say, let God -say it-for you.” Thank.you for 
that, Brother B. I don’t fix it up no more. Before 
I tell my story, I say, “God, here I am. I’m the mega- 
phone ; now, God, you are the fixer. Shoot.” Srother 

. He’s a great God. No more frescoed, rhetorical 
niceties, glittering pncennies, or moral platitudes, 
but hot. shots clear from heaven. I’ve told my mony 
nine times since I saw you last, and seen fifteen souls 
come down for Christ. Two more I had the pleas- 
ure of talking to, one on: the garbage box, the other 
on the train, and each time I said, “God, get busy, 
You’ve got us together. Go to it!” Saved for Jesus. 
Do you think Ill ever fix it up? I’m working hard, 
studying harder, .praying. hardest, . Brother 5... and. 
God surely makes a 
y last week till nine o’clock, forgot to eat, and my, 
I hada happy day. I was hungry a whole day 
once, years ago, when I was a hobo. I -was ‘niis- 
erable then. ... 

Brother B., I shouldn’t ask no more favors of you, 
but won’t you please ask all the good people you meet 
to pray for me,.se I'll stay right in God’s arms all the 
time? The reason I want to be so close, Brother B.., is 
then he won’t haveto call me when he wants to use 
me. All he'll: have to ‘do is to whisper, and I ean 
hurry off and lose no time for him, Look at all the 
years I’ve wasted. My, I’d like to run a lot of er- 
rands for Him yet. Thanks for praying. Thanks 
for writing. Don’t get impatient with me. I'll not 
always write such < letters, but I’m a baby in. the 
Victorious Life, and I wanted to tell you that you 
didn’t do the proposition justice when you were with 
me. Why, it’s a thousand times greater and bigger 
and more realistic proposition than you represented 
it to be. Go strong on it, Brother B. You can’t ex- 
aggerate it. 


Your honest to God enthusiastic Brother in Christ. 


Yes, that first month in the new life of just one 
man is worth more than all the expenditure for that 
conference of eight days in-his city. But he was only 
one, and one that had not known there was such a 
meeting. God has his.own plans of getting people 
to the meetings, 


Another young man came with his wife to the 
‘closing Sunday afternoon Say So meeting. She was 
a consecrated Christian, who fonged to go to the mis- 
sion field, but he did not even profess to be a Chris- 
tian. At the close of the meeting in a little prayer 
group the young man cried to God for forgiveness for 
the way he had been living, and accepted Christ as his 
Saviour. His young wife began to pray with heart 
overflowing with thanksgiving, but could not go on 
with her prayer. When they rose the two young 
people threw themselves into each other’s arms 
while the others stepped. back. In a moment the girl 
looked around and smiling through her happy tears 
said, “And what do you think, he was going to the 
movies this afternoon; weren’t you? And he con- 
sented to come here to please. me.” 

Another young business man, a surrendered but 
unsatisfied Christian, who was training for Christian 

( Continued on page 10) f 





“But he told me his story a = Jesus, - 





ellow happy. Went one whole 
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Lesson for January 18 
Acts 4: 


_ they had put an end to it. 


1-31 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 18. 


THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN 


ee 








Acts 4: 1-31 
The Lesson Pilot Reel Paty, carne Matt. 5: 10-22; Acts 5: 12-49; Moreover, unless we are offering | them that super- 
2u 322-245 2 Tie is 16-18 K rl 11: 32, 38. natural argument, we are traitors to Christ. He 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbu'l ag ees Tae tvere Sen. wants us all and always to stand before the world 
Toe rene Verse; Be strong and of courage.— ge— Josh. 1:9. | ghealed and’ whole, our very lives a miracle, an ex- 


Getting Started in Class 


two newsboys were heard 

talking together. “Well, he is dead, and now I 
can never vote for him,” said one. A nd the other 
boy replied, “Naw, but you can be. like him, can’t 


Roosevelt was burie 


T ke story is told that, on the day Theodore™ 


er 

After telling the class this story, ask in what way 
the experience of the’ disciples after the death of 
Christ was like this; and in what ways it was utterly 
different. 


Our Background Material 


There are three relationships of the Holy Spirit to 
the believer, mentioned in the New Testament, an 
then one further relationship, which is a matter of 
degree rather than relations ‘ip. 

fn John 14:17, the Holy Spirit was said to be 
with believers. 

In John 20:22 Christ gave his disciples the Holy 
Spirit to live in them. ; 

In Luke 24: 49 Christ told them of “the promise 
of my Father,” concerning the Holy Spirit, which 
would result in their being “clothed with power from 
on high”; and this promise was fulfilled when the 
Holy Spirit came u *. them (Acts ie 8; 2: 1-3). 

After the “with,” “in,” and “upon” "relationships 
of the Holy Spirit to "believers, then the individual 
believer was and is “filled” with the Hol Spirit when- 
ever he fully yields (Rom. 12:1) and believes mo- 
ment by moment (Col. 2:6). To-day’s lesson tells 
of some results of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It is a striking study in contrasts. The class can 
have a profitable time by going through the thirty- 
one verses, point by point, and discovering every con- 
trast there, while some one lists these on a sheet of 


~.paper. 


or example: 


The apostles were speaking a message of love unto the 
people; the priests resisted in a spirit of hate. 

The apostles were friends of the Jews; the priests were 
enemies of the Jews. 

The apostles were rejoicing; the priests were sore troubled. 

The. people were welcoming the Gospel; the leaders were 
resisting the Gospel. 

The apostles were giving the people freedom (John 8: 
36); the priests were imprisoning the apostles. 

The Sadducees denied any resurrection (Matt. 22 : 23); the 
apostles “proclaimed in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead.” 

The Pharisees denied that Jesus was the Christ; 
apostles declared “Jesus Christ of Nazareth.” 

The apostles were arrested as evil doers; they had actu- 
ally wrought “‘a good deed.” 

The Jews had killed Jesus; God had raised him from the 
dead. 

Jesus Christ was the stone set at naught by the priests, 
the builders; by God that same stone “was made the head 
of the corner.” 

The priests were the most highly educated men of that 
day; they. were refuted by, and unable to answer, “ignorant” 
Galilean fishermen. 

The impotence of the worst attack of Satan and men, 


the 


against Jesus Christ, is sharply contrasted with the omnip- 


otence of the counter-attack of God in the resurrection. 
* The dilemma of the priests brings out a sharp contrast: 
they must stop the preaching, by the apostles, of Jesus and 
the resurrection; but they could not deny the miracle- 
result of that preaching. 

The command of men says one — the command of 
God says another. 


When the Holy Spirit “Sienee upon” men (Acts 
2:3), and then the enemies of God “come upon” those 
same men (Acts 4:1), we have another contrast, 
and a foregone conclusion: the enemies of God are 
no match for the Holy Spirit. Yet the enemies of 
God may be permitted to have their own way tem- 
porarily, and to do certain Pom scanned injury, as we 
see later in the book of A 

The religious leaders of ‘Israel were, as a class, 
solidly against the “Jesus way,” and they thought 
They were amazed and 
angered to find that now “the people” were bein 
taught the very thing they thought they had ende 
(v. 2). The history of God’s people, both in the Old 
Testament and in-the New, Jewish and Christian, 
often shows that it is the religious leaders who 
have primarily resisted God and misled the people 
away from him. And so it is to-day; more and 
more the official leaders of Christian bodies are 
standing for denials of the fundamentals of the faith, 
while “the people” gladly welcome and believe the 
whole Gospel when it is given to them. Shall we 
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8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto them, 
Ye rulers of the people, and elders, 9 if we this day are 
examined concerning a good deed done to an impotent 
man, "by what means this man is made whole; 10 be it 
known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that 
in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cruci- 
fied, whom God raised from the dead, even in *him doth 
this man stand here before you whole. 11 He is *the stone 
which was set at nought of you the builders, which was 
made the head of the corner. 12 And in none other is 
there salvation: for neither is there any other name under 
heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be 
saved. 

13 Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and 
John, and had perceived that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge 
of them, that they had been with Jesus. m And seeing 
the man that was healed standing with them, they could 
say nothing agairist it. 15 But when they had commanded 
them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among 
themselves, 16 saying, What shall we do to these men? 
for that indeed a notable ‘miracle hath been wrought 
through them, is manifest to all that dwell in Jerusalem; 
and we cannot deny it. 17 But that it spread no further 
among the people, let us threaten them, that they speak 
henceforth to no man in this name. 18 And they called 
them, and charged them not to speak at all nor teach in 
the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and 
said unto them, Whether it is right in the sight of God 
to hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge ye: 20 
for we cannot but speak the things which we saw and 
heard. 21 And they, when they had further threatened 
them, let them go, finding nothing how they might punish 
them, because of the people; for all men glorified God for 
that which was done. 


10r, in whom “Or, this name *Ps. exviii.22. ‘Gr. sign 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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not pray earnestly, in these last times, for a réturn of 
the religious leaders of Christendom to “the faith 
once for all delivered unto the saints”? 

The Jewish leaders were not theoretically against 
“the Christ”; but they were very much against 
Jesus of Nazareth as that Christ (vs. 2, 10, 11, 13, 
17, 18). That is why the preaching of the apostles 
= reiterated that Christ was Jesus of Naz- 
Gret 

Two fundamental grounds upon which the Jewish 
leaders were opposing the apostles are brought out 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). The same writer (I, 
2) shows that the Jews may have had a definite hope 
es ante the apostles and condemning them to 
eat 

Peter, in 119 words, makes a startling, amazingly 
skilful address, judged merely from the standpoint 
of human wisdom and psychology. It was far more 
than that: it was supernatural, an address every 
word of which God the Holy Spirit himself gave to 
and through Peter. 

Its beginning is one of courtesy, respect, and rev- 
erence. Then instantly Peter throws the whole bur- 
den of. the argument upon his accusers, — “if we this 
day are examined concerning a good deed done to an 
impotent man.” ,And then he goes 6h in utter fear- 
lessness to answer the direct question they had asked 
him (v..7). His reply is a terrific arraignment of 
his accusers, charging them with the death of the Son 
of God, declaring the identity of Jesus as the Christ 
and his resurrection by God from the dead, and stat- 
ing that by His Name the impotent man stands before 
— whole. Then the arraignment goes on unspar- 

ingly, in supernatural incisiveness, showing the sin- 

God-resisting failure of these men who are en- 
pi with the stewardship of being the leaders 
and builders of God’s chosen people Israel; and God’s 
reversal of their action. It concludes with the glori- 
ous Good News of this Jesus as the only and all-suffi- 
cient Saviour, freely offered to all men. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


This man stands here before you whole! How 
could he be explained? “And seeing the man that was 
healed standing with them, they could say nothing 
against it.” Life was the unanswerable argument for 
the Gospel. And the Golden Truth is that we may 
always offer to people that unanswerable argument. 


” 


asagge of Christ himself living our lives for us. 
hen will men hunger for that same healing and 
wholeness, and many will believe and be saved. 


Teaching Peints 

The Word of God is our best weapon: by their 
own Scriptures the Jewish leaders were condemned 
(Psa. 118: 22). 

Sentences showing Peter’s boldness, and his coim- 
bination of boldness and ignorance, are discussed by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3, 4). 

Verse 11 is the fulfilment of Christ’s prophecy 
borg syn" this rock I will build my church” (Matt. 
16:1 


Christ’s own word in Matthew 21:42 may have 
been remembered by the priests, vc by this 
repetition of the same accusation from Peter. 

The closing prayer of the lesson (vs. 23-30) is as 
marvelous and supernatural as Peter’s address. The 
believers are supernaturally efabled by the Holy 
Spirit to recognize the fulfilment of Psalm 2:1, 2. 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did the Jewish leaders want this preaching 
stopped? 

Did they honestly think they could stop it? 

Why was it right for Peter to condemn the Jewish 
leaders while at the same time offering the Gospel? 

What is the difference between natural “moral cour- 
age,” even at its best, and the courage that Peter 

a 

Can a person be filled with the Holy Spirit and be 
afraid at the same time? 


For what one thing might the company of Chris- 
tians have naturally been expected to pray (after the 
apostles rejoined them) which is conspicuously lack- 
ing from their prayer? 

Wherein had Christ foretold just, such experiences 
as this? (See Dr. Griffith Thomas, Section II, Ad- 
ditional Material for Teachers.) 

How is the second Psalm being fulfilled to-day? 
(Mr. Banks.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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THE PrRiNcIPLe oF CorRELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 











N TREATING this lesson, especially from the 
viewpoint of the Intermediate and Senior topic: 
“Courage to do the Right,” it will be natural to use 
the principle of correlation. It will be natural also 
to find ready at hand the wealth’ of material fur- 
nished by the war. We shall need to be on our guard, 
however, not to wander too far afield from the type 
of courage indicated in the lesson. Let us find 
illustrations that show not physical courage alone, 

but moral courage supporting it. 

Perhaps after all we ought not to draw too sharp 
a distinction between these two kinds of courage. 
If the physical adventure is not mere foolhardiness 
there is usually an element of moral strength in- 
volved; and it will be found that real moral courage 
does not shrink from paying the price of life if need 
be for its convictions. 

In the life of the everyday as reported even in the 
newspapers one may find instances of courage in 
rightdoing, and closer to us than we know may be 
some Peter or John who at the cost of pain and suf- 
fering has chosen to obey God rather than men. Such 
cases presented by the class itself will be doubly 
valuable. 

Of course the teacher will not overlook Nathan, 
Elijah, Paul, Kivwox, Luther, General Booth, Paton, 
and hosts of others from whom may be selected for 
emphasis a few wnose courage was not only outwardly 
of the same sort, but inwardly of the same source, 
as that of the heroic men of the lesson. For let it 
not be forgotten that these men were those who for- 
sook ahd denied Him whom so fearlessly . they 
preach.) 

Is itflikely that being “filled with the Holy Spirit” 
is the secret we need to learn in order to carry out 
the oft4repeated injunction “Fear not”? 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





and soon after Peter’s address (chapter 3), the 

first opposition to the Gospel was experienced 
and the first conflict with outside foes. It will be of 
real value to observe Peter’s (and as far as is in- 
dicated, John’s) attitude and spirit through these 
trying experiences. 


l. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Supereay for the Truth (vs. 1-7). The eppaaiion 
was based on two grounds (vs. 1, 2): The Apostles 
as unauthorized and unofficial men were actually 
teaching the people. And they proclaimed the res- 
urrection, which the Sadducees did not accept (Acts 
23:8), associating it with Jesus, a crowning error 
even to those who, like the Pharisees, believed in it. 
The result was apprehension by the temple officials, 
who were under the authority of the priests, and im- 
risonment (v. 3). Yet even at that time the Divine 
Cicosing was evident (v. 4), for persecution invari- 
ably leads to growth. The three thousand (2: 41) 
grew to five. (1) : 

The trial next day before the Jewish Court, the 
Sanhedrin, some seventy in number, was concerned 
with the inquiry as to the power and authority of the 
Apostles (vs. 57). Perhaps they wished to prove 
the men guilty of magic and therefore liable to death 
(Exod, 22: 18). (2) 

Testimony to the Truth (vs. 8-12). The one secret 
of their effective witness was the fulness of the 
Holy Spirit (v. 8), according to Christ’s promise 
(Matt, 10:19, 20; Luke 12:11, 12). The message 
itself was a splendid declaration about Christ (vs. 
9-12), his power (vs. 9, 10), his glory (v. 11), and 
his salvation (v. 12). Peter went far beyond any 
mere personal defense, for he witnessed to his Mas- 
ter and offered the Court salvation. The boldness 
of the utterance is noteworthy (vs. 11, 12), and is 
seen in every line: “Be it known”; “ye crucified”; 
“set at nought of you”; “none other name.” (3) 


Impression of the Truth (vs. 13-18). This attitude 
‘was a cause of great surprise to the rulers (v. 13). 
Something had evidently happened, for there was no 
hesitation or fear. The astonishment was due to 
the fact that the two men had received no technical 
training in Jewish theology. They were what we 
should call “plebeian,” or not “college-bred” men, with- 
out professional trdining and in this sense “ignorant,” 
that is, ill-informed men. But the leaders began to 
recognize that these men had been seen in company 
with Jesus of Nazareth, and it appeared as though 
this courage was somehow connected with their asso- 
ciation with him. This was indeed the case, though 
not quite as the rulers imagined, for by the power 
of the Holy Spirit the two apostles had been enabled 
to maintain their fellowship with Christ and thus 
to bear testimony to his grace. This combination of 
boldness and “ignorance” was also seen in Jesus, and 
the rulers may have remembered that (Mark 6:2; 
Matt. 7:28, 20; John 7:15). (4) 

Then, too, the man was at hand, a living proof 
of what had happened (v. 14). “Facts are stubborn 
things” They therefore decided to silence the Apos- 
tles (vs. 16-18), a policy which was at orice absurd 
and ineffectual. 

Contention for the Truth (vs. 19-22). Peter’s 
tone increases in boldness. He announces the su- 
preme claim of God (v. 19) who must ever be first, 


Pine soon is often followed closely by testing, 


and he declares the strong constraint which they felt - 


(v. 20). Then came the significant admission of 
the leaders. They were unable to punish (v. 21) 
and could only. utter useless threats, 

Fellowship in the Truth (vs. 23-31). Their action 
on release is particularly noteworthy. With a spirit- 
ual affinity that was natural, inevitable, and beau- 
tiful, “they went to their own company” of believers 
and there united in prayer (vs. 24-30), not for their 
own preservation, but for more grace to witness 
to Christ. And the answer came in increased power, 
further testimony, and deeper blessing (v. 31). 

“ Devotional Reading: Psalm 124. A Testimon 
after Danger. (1) The reminder, verses 1-5; (2 
a recognition, verses 6, 7; (3) the realization, verse 


lil. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew §5:10-12; Acts 5:12-42; 20°22-24; 2 Tim- 
othy 4:6-8; 16-18; Hebrews 11:32, 38. 

1. Matthew 5:10-12. (1) Their Master’s reminder 
of what they would experience; (2) His pronounce- 
ment of their blessedness; (3) His call to them to 
rejoice. 

2. Acts 5:12-42, The first Christian persecution. 
Notice the three forces at work: (1) Error (the 
High Priest), verses 17, 18, 24, 28, 33. (2) Com- 
promise (Gamaliel), verses 34-39. (3) Truth (Peter), 
verses 20, 20, 30, 32, 41, 42. 

3. Acts 20: 22-24. Paul’s address at Miletus. (1) 
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His thorough faithfulness, verse 22; (2) his definite 
message, verse 23. (3) His courageous trustfulness, 
verse 24. 

4. 2 Timothy 4:6-8. Paul’s last words. (1) His 
readiness, verse 6. (2) His consciousness (note 
the three aspects: wrestler, runner, trustee), verse 
7. His expectation, verse 8. ‘ 

5. 2 Timothy 4: 16-18. Paul’s last experiences. fr} 
Defection; verse 16. (2) Forgiveness, verse 16. (3): 
Satisfaction, verse 17. (4) Assurance, verse 18. 

6. Hebrews 11: 32, 38. One aspect of the life of faith 
illustrated in several ways in this chapter:how faith 
endures (vs. 35-38). 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Cowrage to do the 
Right (Acts 5: 17-42). (1) Our duty is to do the right 
under all circumstances, with no qualification and no 
hesitation. “A Christian is never off duty.” (2) This 
often requires courage,: boldness, absence of all fear 
or shame. Illustrations from the Bible: Joseph 
(Gen. 39:9); Nehemiah 5:9; 6: 14-16); Daniel (1; 

History is full of such instances:. Paul, Poly- 
carp, Luther, Latimer, Wesley, and many more. They 
=" ashamed of Christ (Mark 8:38; 2 Tim, 
1:12). 

2. Young People and Adults: The Need and Source 
of Christian Courage. (1) Christian courage means 
moral courage, which is ‘much harder than physical 
courage. To stand up for truth is often more diffi- 
cult than to go into battle. (2) The need of such 
courage is due to fa) the fear of man, or (b) the 
presence of opposition, and (c) the need of testi- 
mony for right. (3) The source is God himself; 
his presence (2 Tim. 4:17), and with it, his power, 

rotection, preservation, and peace. See Psalm 16: 

; Isaiah 50: 7. 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson : 

Another picture of Peter, the Spirit-filled man. 

1. Hés attitude. The exhibition is threefoid: (1) 
Clear testimony to Jesus by word and life; (2) un- 
flinching courage, and (3) strong character. Some- 
thing in Peter reminded them of Jesus (v. 13). Do 
we remind people of him? “With Jesus” means his 
presence with us, his power in us, his life through 
us. And the magnificent courage showed “the moral 
imperative of grace.” 

2. His ability. The explanation is threefold: (1) 
God was real (v. 19); (2) Christ-was precious (vs. 
10-12) ; (3) the Spirit was powerful (v. 8). Grace can 
transform ordinary and weak people into strong, 
noble, courageous witnesses for Christ. 


V. Leading Questions 

What was the chief reason for the hostility of 
the Jewish leaders? (vs. 2, 13.) 

How is the filling with the Holy Spirit (vs. 8, 31) 
related to that in 2:4? 

What Old Testament allusion is found in verse 
11? (See margin.) Explain its application to Christ. 


How does verse 14 illustrate and support what is 
called “the argument from experience”? 


What is the precise force of “cannot” in verse 20? 


What is the substance of the prayer cf the Chris- 
tians in the face of peril? What does this suggest? 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


SEQEYOND the blood-covered barricades, beyond. 


all terrors of civil war, there already shines 
for us the magnificent, beautiful form of man with- 
out a God, without a master, and free of authority.” 

When the Union of Russian Workers wrote that 
atheistic declaration into its recently published mani- 
festo it was helping to fulfill Psalm 2: 1-3 (vs. 23-27). 
The quotation from the second Psalm is the proph- 
ecy in this lesson, and was quoted by the “company” 
of Peter and John, as they rejoiced with them over 
their delivery from this first persecution of the 
Church, applying it to that present deliverance, and 
also to the events of the weeks just preceding. 
Herod and Pilate and Jews and Gentiles might even 
crucify God’s Son, but they could not thwart God’s 
purposes or deny his authority. 

ankind imagines a vain thing whenever and 
wherever it conceives that it can set its will up against 
Jehovah’s will as expressed in Christ and Jehovah's 
_authority as exercised through Christ. 

The metaphor of bands and cords is said to be taken 
from the fastenings of a yoke on an ox. If men 
willingly take Christ’s yoke upon them they learn of 
him, and it is easy. If they refuse it, like modern 
Bolshevists and many, alas, who are not such radi- 
cals in men’s eyes but who are equally rebellious in 
God’s. eyes, God will some day force it on them. He 
will reign with a rod of iron. Men’s opposition “does 
not alter the fact that the authority of Christ is 
sovereign over human wills.” Some day ‘the now 
pleading God will laugh in vengeance (Psa. 2: 4). 
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He Makes the Coward Spirit Brave 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. ~— 


OW, when they saw the boldness of Peter, they 

marveled. It is not the whole verse; there are 

two additional words, And John, John also was 
bold that day. But his bravery is not so surprising as 
Peter’s. Peter was a creature of impulse, loyal, but 
wavering in loyalty when the clouds darkened, a 
compound of fortitude and fear. It is an astonish- 
ment to see him bold, in a battle where the enemies 
are str and the friends apparently few and weak. 

Four visions helped him to the 
The first was a vision which humbled and slew 

Peter. It was the vision of Self. It came on the 
night of Christ’s betrayal, when, after his panic 
his denials, the Lord turned and looked on him. That 
look left a life-long mark. It remade the warp and 
woof of Peter’s character, so that he was never the 
same again. His pride in himself was vanquished 
under the gaze of those Eyes filled with remonstrance 
and tenderness. He wa softly now, like the king 
whom God led back from the gates of death. He 
was a new Peter, teachable, biddable, glad to be 
treated as a child and guided where to go. It is 
strange and sad that the di ition to make much 
of Self persists in the Christian. The first personal 
pronoun dies hard, and the Third Personal Pronoun’: 
comes slowly to its lordship. He must increase; I 
must decrease —some of us submit to this primary 
law of the kingdom tardily, reluctantly, ungraciously, 
But has Christ looked in revealing mercy on us? 
Has he bared and exposed us to our selves? Till 
we: comprehend our folly, and know our: powerless- 
ness. ill we cry, “I am ready not to do, at last 
at last.” Till we trust him for our growth and 
perfecting, as we trusted him formerly for our par- 
don. The humbling vision is the beginning of bold- 
ness. j 
But there was a vision, next, which comforted and 
healed Peter. It was the vision of Grace. -He had 
it immediately after Christ’s resurrection. No sooner 
did the Lord leave his grave, than he appeared to 
Simon, The interview was poignant and sacred, and 
a curtain of silence is drawn round it. “But we see 
what happened. Christ completely forgave his erring 
disciple; and Peter, not self-confident any more but. 
self-crucified, poured out his heart in penitence and 
in thanks. Bunyan has a sentence in the, Preface to 
his weeping and singing Autobiography: “My dear 
children, there is'a Treasure hid, even the Treas- 
ure of your first and second Experience of the grace 
of God toward you.” . For numbers of-us, the sec< 
ond experience is as amazing as the first, It is ee 
with a double side, negative and. positive. hrist 
meets us alone, and meets us in peace, to, terminate 
the disablement, the captivity, and the helplessness 
to which we have. been: consigning ourselves. Our 
hands were tied, our voices were ineffective; we 
ee no freedom and no force; and He sets us at 
1berty. 


The third vision roused and summoned Peter, lay-' 


ing on him divine compulsions and imperatives. It 
was the vision of Opportunity, Service, Love. Who 
forgets it— the morning on the beach; the colloquy 
of Christ with Simon, son of John; the reinstate- 
ment of the apostle; the triple commission, Feed my 
little lambs, shepherd my sheep, feed my sheep? No 
opposition of the Sanhedrin could daunt Peter from 
tasks allotted to him in such magnanimity. ‘He would 
o through fire and water to reach these ends, would 
augh at the shaking of the spear, and would glory in 
tribulations also. And the vision of Opportuffity 
Service, Love is for each of us whose heart the Lord 
has touched. To think that He calls us to widen the 
bounds of his government and to win souls for him— 
He to whom we have given such cause to dismiss us 
from the ranks of his witnesses! 

- There was a final vision. It multiplied and ener- 
ized Peter, filling him into all the fulness of God. 
t was the vision of Power. On Pentecost the Spirit 
was given; and Peter mounted into supernatural wis- 
dom, insight, endurance, fearlessness, as if a stripling 
tree should suddenly attain. the proportions of a 
majestic oak. od possessed him, and he was in- 
vincible — invested with the boldness at which the 
rulers marveled. The emptiness of Self, and the ex- 
perience of Grace, and the summons of Opportunity 
are all indispensable; but something else is requisite 
too, that we should be strengthened in the inner man 
by God the Spirit. We tread the principalities of 
darkness down, not because wé are more reliable 
and indomitable in ourselves; we are still reeds 


shaken with the wind, and capable of all cowardice’ 


and infidelity and evil. But he who is feeble is as 
David, when he realizes that God is in him to will 
and to work; and he who is ‘of no account in himself 
is as the angel of the Lord, when he takes and uses 
the powers of Pentecost. There will not be a single 
repulse or a single retreat in the Holy War, if we 
let the Holy Spirit face each adversary and fight 
each battle. The Lord who is for us and in us is 
more than all who are against us. In Him we set 
up our banners. In Him we do valiantly. In Him 
we are bold. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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Lesson for January 18 
Acts 4: 1-31 
The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
In the Power. House.—Peter, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, said (v. 8). Peter 
filled with fear said ... , a Sun- 


day-school paper can not gent what he 


said that night out by the ate 26: 
74). But Peter filled with the Holy Spirit 


éaid —- well, it was such a great tf 
three thousand “struck the trail.” 

all the difference what a man 
with so far as influence in the 
is senctrase. no great mod- 
power p ts they ve a wide mar- 
tablet upon which are many sorts 
wonderful instruments called 
uges.” One of these has a hand 
~ carrying a filled with ink which all 
day night long writes upon a 
disc of paper. These discs are laid upon 
the er’s desk every morning. 


bat 
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aeeury, The “old man” 
ell the engineer I want to see 
im,” he says to the office boy. “Henry, 
I see we were short on power last night, 
what was the trouble?” “Bad coal, sir. 
They are shipping us about half dirt and 
old thing these war days. You can’t 
much without the caloric,” replies the 
old engineer. The “caloric,” that Henry 
was a nickname for fire, is that 
came down from heaven on the 
sunbeams in the carboniferous age and 
is locked up in the black “stones” we 
eall The Holy Spirit is that which 
comes down from heaven on soulbeams 
and is locked up in the “Simon Peters” 
we call Christians. There are different 
grades of coal and there are different 
grades of Christians. Some of us need 
sorting and screening! 


Way.—i/n none other is 
there salvation (v. 12). This statement 
is everlastingly true, but lots of folks 
do not think so. “Why, don’t you know 
old Jim Rogers is one of the best men 
in town? It’s true he doesn’t go much 
on religion, but look at the good he does 
with his money.’ He gives to every- 
sau Yes, and “old Jim” feels pretty 
4 about it himself. But if Jesus spoke 
- the truth, unless “old Jim” gets under 
the blood he is a lost ‘man (Luke: 22: 
20; 1 John 1:7). When you come to 
dig in to any of “old Jim’s” benevolence, 
it usually turns out to be mostly camou- 
flage, bluff, and “front.” That is to say, 
2 Nid Jim” wants “to square himself” 
with the church people who are always 
the sure givers in every community. 
There are men who are expecting to 
be saved by “right living.” There is 
Peter Russell, one of the best men in 
town. Gentle in voice and manner. Kind, 
thoughtful, considerate, and helpful. 
Never gets angry. Never says things. 
Pays his debts at once. A model hus- 
band and father. Successful in busi- 
ness. But no use for churches. And 
here is Another Fellow, impulsive, un- 
thoughtful, going off -half-cocked, say- 
ing things one day and apologizing for 
them the next. Writing a letter one min- 
tute and tearing it up the next because 
it isn’t so. A miserable sinnér. Well, 
the splendid Peter Russell, leading citi- 
zen, unless he couples up with the Sav- 
jour will join the rich young ruler and 
Dives, while the Other Fellow, with the 
blood mark on him will join Lazarus and 
the repentant thief. 


Jewels.—They.took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus (v. 13). 
You may remember that night by the 
fire a smart damsel took knowledge of 
Peter, that he had been with Jesus. Peter 
gave her some of the choice language of 
the Galilee fishing trade to prove he was 
not that kind. The crowd picked him 
by his accent (Mark 14:66-71). The 
rulers now picked him as a companion 
of Jesus by his presence and his talk. 
And the world takes knowledge of us 
in exactly the same way. There is some- 
thig about a man’s whole bearing that 
proclaims him an associate of Jesus: As 
soon as we hear a man talk along re- 
ligious lines we can generally size him 
up. He may stammer and splutter and 
walk all over the grammar and rhetoric, 


. 


but it does not take us long to. discover 


that “Billy Bray is the real thing,” even 
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a humble miner. That McAuley, 
the river thief, and the whole splendid 
sary of saved sinners after him who 

ve mission workers and man- 
agers and heroes of faith, are pure gold 
and ornaments of, Jesus Christ. I-saw 
a great jewel once. “That must have 
belonged to a king,” said the gem ex- 
pert. That is the sort of jewelry Heaven 
wants Christians to be. Heaven wants 
to say, like the Roman matron, “These 
are my jewels.” Even the world would 
like to find us such splendid Christians 
that it can say like the gem expert, 
“kingly.” Why not be a gem of first 
water? (Mal. 3: 16, 17.) > 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
4 


The Hlustration Round-Table 


months in advance 


he bee ees te ol Bo cot 
$ ot cons at all, no 
cubmit ilustrations withest wn ok seausing 8 
circular t 8 acceptance . 
and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offer 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
dollars for t st one each week. 


Ti three full 
mph Sevag the. 1 If comin; 


of the date of les 





Substitution.—/n none other is there 
salvation (v. 12). 
“ Upon a life I did not live, ~ 
Upon a death I did not die,’ 
Another’s life, Another’s death, 
I stake my whole eternity.” 


—Source unknown. From L. Q. James, 
Toronto, Ont. ; 


The Unlocked Door.—In none other 
is there salvation (v.12). A party of 
friends went to pay a visit to an old 
parish church which was of great inter- 
est. They applied for permission, and 
the sexton gave them the key, saying, 
“You can unlock the door and go in, 
and I will come to you directly. They 
went to the door, put the key into the 
lock, and tried to open it, but they could 
not turn the key. They turned and 
twisted, but to no effect, and had just 
given up- in despair when the sexton 
arrived. “We cannot make this lock 
open,” said one of the party. “I beg 
your pardon,” said the sexton, “for giv- 
ing you so much trouble. I quite for- 
got to tell you that the door is not locked 
at all. All you need to do is just to lift 
the latch and walk in.” Many people 
are like that. They try by their own 
efforts to unlock the door of salvation. 
But all.their efforts are so much waste 
of time. Christ long ago unlocked the 
door, and all we need to do is just to 
lift the latch and by faith walk in— 
From the Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


The Way.—And in none other is there 
salvation (v. 12). A man recently gave 
directions to another who stopped to 
ask him the way to a certain street. 
“That’s the best way, is it?” asked the 
inquirer, a little doubtfully. “It is the 
only way,” was the quick answer. “The 
other road will land you back where 
you started.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by W. G. Irving, West- 
mounts Owe. Can. The prize for this 
week'ts awarded to this illustration. 


The. Fairy Loch.—In none other is 
there salvation (v. 12). There is a 
lonely little pool of water on the moun- 
tain side near,Tarbet, Loch Lomond, 
called the Fait Loch. If you look into 
it you will see a great many colors in 
the water, owing to the varied nature 
of the materials that form its bottom. 
There is a legend which says that the 
fairies used to dye things for the peo- 
ple round about if a specimen of the 
color wanted was left along with the 
cloth on the brink of the pool at sun- 
set. One evening a shepherd left beside 
the Fairy Loch the fleece of a black 
sheep, and placed upon it a white woolen 
thread to show he wished the fleece dyed 
white. This fairly puzzled the good 
fairies. ‘They could dye a white fleece 


any color, but to make a black fleece 








white was impossible. In despair, they 
threw all their colors in the loch, givin 
it its present strange appearance, an 
disappeared. What the fairies could not 
do beside the Fairy Loch Christ can do 
beside the fountain opened for sin and 
uncleanness. He can make the blackest 
heart_ white——From the Sunday-School 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A, Clark, Lei- 
cester, Eng. - 


Peter’s Heraldic Crest.—The boldness 
of Peter ... [he] had been with Jesus 
(v. 13). In the old tian hiero- 
glyphics, the symbol for the —— 
is two feet wu several curved lines; 
it means, walking on the water. Now 
that, I take it, is the heraldic crest of 
Peter’s life and work. He was taught 
to do the impossible, — he trod upon the 
waters, and at first. And then 
Jesus took him by the hand, and they 
walked together on the stormy waves 
back to the boat. And he did it, in effect, 
all the rest of his life. And naturalists 
have named a sea-bird after him, petrel 
the feathered St. Peter, that is undaunted 
by the storm.—From the Rev. Harring- 
ton C. Lees, M.A. Sent by Geo. Good- 


for | all, Cristobal, Canal Zone, 


Are We Good Advertisements ?—See- 
ing the man... they could say nothing 


than | against it (v. 14). A brick manufac- 


turer in America, who is a very substan- 
tial man, advertised for a boy. A 
appeared, and he was running over wi 


questions. “How much wages do you 
pay?” was the first question. “Five dol- 
ars a week and rd,” was the reply. 


“What kind of board?” said the sharp 
applicant for a position. “Well,” said 
the corpulent and good-natured manu- 
facturer, “I eat it.” “Give me the job,” 
said the boy, with a smiling glance at 
his prospective employer. ow, this is 
a humorous story, but it has a point. The 
brick manufacturer was a good adver- 
tisement of the food that he gave his 
workmen. If you and I should ask some 
one to become a Christiah, would he 
look at the Gospel’s results in .our lives, 
and say, “I want the job”?—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 


Glad He Had Forgotten.—We cannot 
but speak the things which we saw and 
heard (v. 20). I remember a man who 
who had been converted in rather a re- 
markable way who would spend his holi- 
days in going tramping over the roads 
of England in order to convert the 
tramps. Now he is a soldier in India, 
and he gives a fearless testimony even 
to Pathans, fanatical Moslems though 
they are; and every letter written from 
India is full of the radiance of his evan- 
gelism. He says, ‘I get my opportunity. 
They tell us it is dangerous to talk to 
the natives about religion. I cannot help 
it. When halfway through I suddenly 
remember I ought not to be doing it; 
then, thank God, it is too late!— He 
makes me so full of the message.”— 
From the Rev. Harrington C. Lees, M.A. 
ae by Geo. Goodall, Cristobal, Canal 

one. 


Because He Is Up.—/t# was not pos- 
sible that he should be holden t it 
(v. 24). Christmas Evans, in preaching 
on Christ’s resurrection, related the in- 
cident of two men fighting in the mar- 
ket place of a town in Wales. One of 
the men knocked the other down and got 
on top of him to hold him there, 
when suddenly he began to cry out, “He’s 
getting up!” Some one said to him, 
“What are you crying out?” “Why,” he 
said, “he’s getting up, and when he’s up, 
I shall be down.” “So,” said the 
preacher, “on the resurrection morn, 
death and Satafi shouted, “He’s getting 
up! and when he is up we are for ever 
down.”—From the Rev. F. E. Marsh, 
in the Life of Faith. Sent by Geo. Good- 
all, Cristobal, Canal Zone. fe 


Do you lack time for going out with 
the youngsters?_.For $1.25 you can have 
the fun anyway in “The yang ye te 
Club,” by Samuel Scoville, Jr. Its “des- 
perate adventures” were originally found 
in the Children’s Department of this 
paper. It may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company. 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By' Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 

















}. ACTS 4:18.20 ¥. 
Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Clip scenes apart, paste on cardboard, and 
give them to pupils on the Sunday before 
the lesson, with the following instructions: 

No. 1. Describe the scene and tell just why 
Peter and John were arrested in the temple 
porch; who did it? 

No. 2. Describe the scene, tell where the 
two disciples were taken; how long they 
were kept in prison; why they were not im- 
mediately haled to couft. Also let No. a 
tell what was the result among the hearers 
of Peter’s “remarks” in the porch of the 
temple. 


No. 3. Describe the scene. Who are the 
judges? Exactly what did they ask the dis- 
cinles? What was Peter’s great reply, and 
Who enabled him to make such a wonderful 
utterance? Dwell upon this and the amazing 
boldness of it. Was Peter “game” that day? 
Compare his performance with his former 
answer to a maid who questioned him as 
he warmed himself one early morning by the 
fire. What made the difference? What (Who) 
has got into Peter? Can and will He trans- 
form cowardly weakness into Gibraltar 
strength and effectiveness these days as He 
did then? 
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y jhe erene an tell what it was 
PPh SeORGhi These old E aelige on the 
bench to their senses. 

No. §. Describe the scene. Show how the 
trial was a complete fizzle and how victori- 
ously the two disciples emerged from it. 


Save cards for Review. 
w 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
forgive our timid ways, our disloyalty to 
thee when we are challenged to stand for 
the truth, ‘and weaken under the eyes of men. 
Give us, we pray thee, such boldness as thy 
disciples showed in their testimony to the 
truth. We do not ask for the courage of 
seli-reliance, but for the courage that relies 
upon thyself. May we not take to ourselves 





the credit for deeds in thy name, but in all | 


things give thee the pre-eminence, and ac- 
knowledge in word and in every expression 
of our lives our utter dependence upon thee. 
Help us to keep clear on the simplicities of 


the Gospel, and to speak the truth in scorn | 


of consequence. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Cessen-—-Ceeotee Long of 
the Inasmuch Mission of Philadelphia, 
together with his wife, sometimes found 
time to visit other cities to tell the story 
of his conversion. After one of these 
journeys his wife said to a little group 
of Christian people: “Everywhere we 
went we bore testimony to the fact that 
my husband’s experience was _ not 
reached by his own will, but was entirely 
due to the power of Christ. It seems so 
strange to me, knowing as I do the facts, 
that some folks would try to explain 
away the miracle. One man said to me 
that he could tell at once from a study 
of Mr. Long’s head and face that the 
great change in his life had come about 
through the natural workings of his 
mind. I can hardly stand it sometimes 
when people try to explain the miracle 
of his conversion by anything but God's 
own power.” So, you see, the day is 
not past when it is necessary for us 
Christians to bear testimony to the 
power of God, and to the name of Jesus 
Christ in the miracle of saved lives. 
Are we giving Christ his rightful place 
in our testimony ys fy Do we try to 
explain away his work by almost any- 
thing other than his grace? Peter did not 
hesitate to say how the lame man was 
cured. Have you borne the right testi- 


mony to what Christ has done for you? |. 


Let us pray. 


BOLDNESS tuacusy CHRIST 


“STAND FAST!” 














es 
Lesson Hymns 


“True-hearted, whole hearted.” 

“Lord, speak to me that I may speak.” 
“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 

“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 
“Under His wings I am safely abiding.” 
“When the fight is hardest.” 

“In the hour of trial.” 

“Trust and obey.” 


Will readers who have used the Psalm 
selections heretofore given in connection 
with these hymn selections, and who would 
like such Psalm selections continued, kindly 
write the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, and 
in a brief letter tell what use they have made 
of the Psalm selections? 





Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


| TEACHING. — Brave people 
have courage to do right. 


Iniroduction—Do you know any 
stories about brave men? Mention offi- 
cers, soldiers, sailors, doctors, and 
nurses who did so many brave things 
during the war.) It takes courage to 
face danger. Think of the brave fire- 
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Be it known unto youll,-.that 
ae 4ito him this perfect 


the name of Jesus Christ of Nozareth- 
this man stand before you whole.” “Yea, the faith which is 




















. “os 4 
“62 


Him hoth given 
in the presenc® of you all?” Acts: 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


men and policemen, the engineers and 
others who are strong and brave in 
times of danger. That was a brave 
boy who wrapped his coat around little 
sister to smother the flames when her 
dress caught from the bonfire which the 
boys had made. 


Review—You remember about the 
lame beggar at the Beautiful Gate of 
the temple, who asked help from Peter 
and John as they were going to pray. 
What did they do for him? What was 
= first thing that the man wanted to 
o 

After praying in the temple they went 
outside into Solomon’s porch, where a 
crowd of people had gathered to ask a 
lot of questions about the man who was 
healed. Peter said they did it through 
the power of the name of Jesus. Then 
he preached to the crowd. 


Lesson Story—While they were talk- 
ing the gay and temple rulers came 
along. hey were surprised and trou- 
bled to find such a crowd ‘gathered 
around Peter and John to hear the story 
of Jesus. 

They decided that the best way to 
scatter the crowd would be to arrest 
Peter and John, so they put them in 
prison overnight. Yet Peter's sermon 
had helped 2,000 more people to believe 
and follow Jesus. 

Next morning Peter. and John were 
brought for trial before the high priest 
and his friends, who did not know what 
to do with these men, so they asked, 
By what power and in what name have 
you healed this lame man? 

God’s Holy Spirit helped Peter to an- 
swer, so he bravely said, Ye rulers and 
elders, we are examined for a good deed 
done to a helpless man — be it known to 
you, that in the name of Jesus Christ 


Jj this man stands before you well. Then 
‘Peter preached part of the same sermon 


which he had preached at Pentecost and 
to the crowd in Solomon’s porch. (See 
outlines in two previous lessons.) 
The priests and Levites marveled 
when they saw the boldness and bravery 
of Peter and John, and they knew that 
they had been with Jesus. They surely 
prayed much during that night in prison. 
These priests could not deny that the 








lame man was healed, for there he stood 
near-his best friends. 

They sent Peter and John aside while 
they talked and decided what to do with 
them. They said to each other, What 
shall we do to these men? They have 
done a wonderful miracle, but such teach- 
ing must not spread farther. Let us 
threaten them that they speak no more 
in the name of Jesus. 

Peter and John were not afraid of 
such threats. Peter said bravely, Shall 
we listen to God or to you? In their 
hearts they could hear God’s voice say- 
ing, “Be not afraid. Be strong and 
of good courage.” An old song teaches: 

“ Never be afraid to speak for Jesus, 

Think how much a word can do; 
Never be afraid to own your Saviour, 
He who loves and cares for you.” 


Peter said, We must tell others what 
we have seen and heard. The rulers 
didn’t dare to purish them again, so 
they repeated their threats and let them 


ae that, whenever Peter and John 
had a chance to tell about Jesus, they 
had the courage to go on doing right. 
They were put in prison again, but that 
did not stop them. (See chapter five.) 
Many times they proved 
“TI love to tell the story 
Of Jesus aad his love.” 


Expression—To reproduce this story 
let the children choose from their num- 
ber some one to represent Peter, John, 
the lame man, the high priest, and a 
ruler. Other children may represent the 
friends to whom Pell and John re- 
turned after they were freed. Let these 
children present the story as a dialogue 
in their own words. This is possible 
where there is a separate Primary room. 
Such a review should be natural without 
rehearsal. 

In closing help the children to mem- 
orize: Be good, be true, be brave. 

Peoria, IL. 

we 


Yes, the full list of 1920 lesson mate- 
rial is ready. Why not write The Sunday 
School Times Company for a copy now, 
so you can plan ahead? Only 5 cents. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Outline of the story in Acts, fourth 
chapter. 


2. The source of the courage of Peter 
and John. 


3. The kind of courage they showed. 
4. The results of their courage. 











VEN if chapter four was included 
in your introduction last Sunday, ask 
one girl to prepare a definite outline of 
the story told there for this lesson, as 


too necessary to a clear understanding 
of to-day’s subject. This outline should 
note at least the following points: 

The persons interrupting Peter’s im- 
ones sermon, which was being de- 
ivered in Solomon’s porch, immediately 
following the miracle wrought through 
Peter and John on the lame man; why 
the rulers were so concerned at this 
particular kind of preaching; the im- 
prisonment, pending decision; the coun- 
cil meeting, noting the presence of Annas 
and Caiaphas there; Peter’s use of this 
opportunity with this unusual audience 
og you not suppose Caiaphas had heard 
the whole story of Peter’s cowardly de- 
nial of Jesus, which had occurred in 
his own courtyard?); the conclusions 
of the council; the action of the Chris- 
tians thereon; the general state of the 
church at this time,—eight points of 
importance in all. 

Try to imagine the dismay of Annas 
and Caiaphas, of all the Sadducees in the 
Sanhedrin in fact, who thought that they 
had forever put down all the disturbance 
wrought by this Jesus of Nazareth when 
they had put him to death, and now be- 
holding his power alive and at work as 
really as before the crucifixion! And 
people by the thousands being stirred 
and won over by him now, instead of the 
hundreds as then! Here was one ques- 
tion that refused to be put down, so 
that all their discussions and arguments 
ended in weak threatenings only! They 
had once done their utmost and their 
worst, and of what avail had it been? 
“Truth crushed to earth will ‘ise 
again,” if indeed it be of Him who is 
the Truth. 

Then try to imagine the increasing joy 
and boldness of the Christians, to whom 
all this was faithfully reported by the 
two persecuted leaders. There is no 
uncertain sound in their united prayer, 
no uncertain result in their united 
brotherhood of common interests. Nor 
was there the least uncertainty in their 
knowledge as to the source of all that 
was taking place. They can answer for 
us our second point for study to-day 
(outline above). - 


2. They knew it was the Holy Spirit 
who was the source of that remarkable 
boldness which filled Peter and John be- 
fore the council; the Holy Spirit who 
was bringing to their minds their Master 
so vividly that even his bitterest enemies 
recognized that they “had been with 
Jesus”; the Holy Spirit who so opened 
to them the Scriptures that they under- 
stood just what was happening to them 
and why it must be so (verses 23-31). 
Can you not feel the pulsing joy of 
their Spirit-guided life as you read this 
story? ._But that belongs to our fourth 
and last point in the lesson. 


3. Examine closely the record (ask 
your girls to do this right in class), to 
see just what kind of courage it was 
that Peter and John were showing. It 
was not from ignorance as to the full 
power the Sanhedrin possessed to make 
them suffer. Had they not seen what 
they did with their Master? It was not 
from lack of natural fear of this. suf- 
fering, they were the same men who 
had been overcome with such fear so 
short a time before. It was God-given, 
Spirit-led courage to stand and speak 
God’s truth before entrenched power, at 
any and all cost, because they knew now, 
in their own lives, the full and blessed 
power of Christ through the promised 
infilling of the Holy Spirit: No man, 
no earthly combination of power, can 








break down your faith in Christ Jesus if 


it is too full of interest to be missed, and ~ 



































































know his power in your own life, in 
your own daily lives. 

4. We have already noted the abound- 
ing joy that resulted among the Chris- 

com this Spirit-given courage. It 
also united them in prayer and in service, 
in a true brotherhood of love, so con- 
vincing in its testimony that sands 
were won for their Lord thereby. It 
also won for Peter and John still fur- 
ther opportunity ERE yranton this Name 
telling with contin courage founded 
on unshaken faith “the things which they 
had seen and heard” while their Lord 
has lived among them. And last, but 
not least, “all men glorified God for that 
which was done,” for this courage spoke 
not of self but of. Christ. 
Home Study 

Read Acts 5: 12-42 for another story 
of Christian courage, with the key verse 
32, and the sdmé joy, verse 41. 

Atianta, Ga. 
we 


Pucker’s “Boy's-Eye View" 
By the Rev. William ©, Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Where we left Peter and 
John in last lesson. 

Discussion: Their arrest; the effect on 
the crowd; the trial; their prayer for 
boldness. 

Main points: Persecution always 
spreads Christianity; a changed life is 
the best testimony; true courage comes 
from God’s Spirit. ; 








ing. So they went back to the r 
room, where a prayer-mee was 
ing held, and told the other Christians 
their experience. They they all prayed 
some more. 

What do you suppose they prayed 
for? To be saved from getting arrested 
again? No, sir. They prayed that they 
might be bolder still. in preaching the 
truth. And their prayer was answered. 
They had almost another Pentecost ex~- 
perience, and then’ went out to preach 
eS Rony ever. a sat 

eacher says we n : same ex- 
perience to-day, and. that the source of 


true courage is God... 
<. Read Acts-5:I-11,° 

What financial plan did the, :éarly 
istig art €Acts 4: 34, 35:) 







mptation did Ananias yield to?) 


Ia what way was his wife equally 
guilty? . 
Why was*such a terrible punishment 
given them? ’ 
Denver, Cot: 





The Young. People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
_ By Paul Rader 








6c HERE did we leave Peter’ and 
John in the last lesson?” asked 
teacher. . 

“Preaching to a crowd of Jews out in 
the porch of the Temple,” answered 
Fatty, “with the ex-lame man for a text 
and Jesus Christ for a subject. 

“What happened next?” was the sec- 
cnd ‘question. 

“The authorities. had the chief. of 
police arrest the apostles and chuck them 
in jail,” was Bumps’ answer. 

“What was the effect on the crowd?” 


came next> 
‘That ‘was my question. I told how 


the people couldn’t do anything to help, 


Peter and John; but they could show 
which side they were on by embrating 
Christianity; which they did, about two 
thousand of them. It must have taken 
some courage to become a Christian just 
then, with the leaders of the church in 
jail. But teacher says Christianity al- 
ways spreads faster under persecution 
than'‘under prosperity, and that what the 
church needs ‘now is to tackle some big 
job that calls for the heroic. 

“What happened at the ‘trial next 
morning?” went on teacher. 

“Why, it wasn’t a real trial at all,” 
spoke up litt) / Carl. “The officers started 
to. put the apostles through the third 
degree, thinking they would get scared 
and promise-to quit talking about Jesus. 
But Peter just stood up and preached 
a regular sermon to the police, the judge, 
and everybody. 

Teacher pointed out that it was in this 
police court sermon that the wonderful 
verse twelve was given to the world. 

“Well, the officers couldn’t do any- 
thing with such bold apostles as Peter 
and John, especially when they had pub- 
lic sentiment on their side. . And best 
of all, there.stood the man who had been 
such a helpless cripple. He had not 
skipped out when the. trouble began, as 
so many do. He wasa real man. There 
he was right in court, testifying every 
minute by his standing up. € was so 
changed that nobody could deny the 
power of God. 

Teacher says that is what makes the 
most impression on the world to-day, a 
changed life; a fellow who acts and 
talks different from the world. He be- 
lieves if every professed Christian would 
walk straight and upright, instead of 
stooping to low things, then everybody 
would see the power of God. 

The court commanded them»not to 
preach Jesus any more and then let them 
go; but Peter and John both answered 
that they had orders from a higher au- 
thority and should go right on preach- 


January 25. The World’s Need of Christ. 
Eph. 2:4-13.. (Foreign missionary meet- 


ing.) 

February 1. What Does Our Pledge Require? 
Deut. 13 : 4; John 14 : 21-26. (Christian En- 
deavor Day. Corisecration meeting.) 

February 8 A Worth-While Life. Psa. 37: 
18-40. (Decision Day.) 

February 15. What Prayer Will Accomplish. 
Psa. 34 : 1-22. 


Sunday, January 18 


My Favorite Psalm, and Why 
(Psalm 121) 


Mon.—Psalm of Mortality (Psalm 90). Our 
dwelling place is God. There was a time 
when there was no world to dwell in, yet 
the angels dwelt in God. The deteriorat- 
ing earth’s only hope is God. The only 
hope of our deteriorating bodies is God. The 
soul must make sure that it really dwells in 


Tues.—Psalm of Trust (Psalm 91). Find the 
secret place. Edison found the secret place 
in electricity. Burbank found the secret 
place in vegetable life. Mendel found the 
secret place in animal life. Our secret 
place is “only trust.” 


Wed.—Psalm of Providence (Psalm _ 104). 
Find the foundations. Seek original sources. 
Wander back through things seen to the 
things that are unseen, for unseen things 
are eternal. God provides the seen from 
the unseen, “whom having not seen we 


love.” 

Thurs.—Psalm of Praise (Psalm 100). 
of how few people laugh! 
people praise God! Go alone with 

and praise him without asking 
for a thing. See if you can do it. 

Fri—Psalm of Citizenship (Psalm 87). God 
had great dealings with cities and with 
kings. When Christ soon comes to earth 
again, he will deal in judgment with the 
nations. Rulers will give an account to 
God for their governmental acts. What 
shocking thoughts of judgment wrap them- 
selves around Babylon, Sodom, Tyre, Jeru- 
salem! 

Sat—Psalm of Confidence (Psalm 46). “He 
lost his footing,” is a common excuse for 
those who fall. The soul as well as the 
body must have a place to stand. Our 
standing is in Christ. It is sure. We not 
only hold on to thé Lord, but, best of all, 
he holds on to us.’ - 


TTENTION is the early command 

of the officer. 

Obey the command of the first verse 
of this psalm, “Lift up thy eyes.” 

“Behold” is one of God’s favorite ex- 
pressions, 

Behold your Resources: “All things 
are yours; and ye are Christ’s; and 
Christ is God’s. 

Behold your Reinforcements: “My 
help cometh from the Lord.” 

Behold your Reassurance: “He will 


Think 
How few 





mani set a example in this| 
£36, 37.) 
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Behold your Rest: No need to fear,— 
he will watch and “neither slumber nor 


sleep. ‘ 
Behold your Refuge: “The Lord is 


th : *. 

Behold your Retreat: Under his 
shadow the “sun shall not smite thee.” 

Behold your Restrainer: “The Lord 
shall preserve thee from all evil.” He 
will stand between you and the evil, re- 
straining your peversery. He wilt stand. 
between you ‘and death, restraiMing its: 


sting. : 
Behold your Redeemer: “The- Lord 
shall preserve thy. going out and thy 
coming in from this time. forth, and even 
for. evermore.” 


What favorite thought do you find in 
Psalms?) First; I find that praise. is the 


Uy 





outstanding word. The next, it. seems, 


. 
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9 
to me, is help. The next is the great- 
ness ot God. This is the natural order. 


We compliment, and behind our com- 
liments and our praise is our belief 
in the greatness of the one praised. 


Why do the Psalms make a broad 
appeal? Probably because the Psalms fit! 


od into every human need and show! 
Him able and willing to meet every hu-' 
man need, 


Why should we read the Psalms con- 
tinually? Because they are heart exer- 
cises as well as brain stimulators. We 
think much, exercising our brains, but 
we feel little that exercises the heart.’ 
The Psalms will put words of praise 
into our mouths and create melody in 
our hearts to God. 


Moopy CuurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO, 


‘Learning to Read in Three Weeks 


schools in China, and other 
General Secretary of 
bert Cashman, Business 
School Asseciation 





MORE than 3,000,000 ‘pages in a half 
year is the record of the Sunday 
School Journal, issued in Chinese b 
the China Sunday School Union. Eac 
number now has much of the copy set 
in the new phonetic system: Just thirty- 
nine characters ‘are used in this. system. 
An illiterate can learn to read by these 
phonetics in about three weeks, and a 
scholar can accomplish the result in as 
many hours... Bishop Root has com- 
pared this new method of printing Chin- 
ese literature to the introduction of 
printing atid: others haye likened it to 
the revival of -a common language in 
the-time of Wyclif. No agency has done 
more to bring this system to the atten- 
tion of multitudes than has the China 
Sunday. School Union, -led by the Rev. 
E.- Ge -Tewksbuty: One: of the officers 
of the China Continuation Committee 
said recently, “No device seriously taken 
in hand by residents in China for the 
welfare of the Chinese people is com- 
parable in its possibilities to the Chinese 
Phonetic Script.” 


Sweden’s “Sunday-school. Week.” — 
There are 500,000 children in Sweden 
outside of the Sunday-school. The ‘Sun- 
day School Union invited a committee 


inations. to discuss Sunday-school: ques- 
tions and problems. .. The invitation was 
exterided. through Karl A... Jansson,’ of 
Stockholm, the president of the Union, 

One of: the, results was. a «series of 


in a daily paper at Stockholm. - These 
were afterward published in book form. 
Because of the interest aroused through 
this series a “Sunday-school Week” was 
proposed, to be kept by all denominations 
in Sweden. This week was a great suc- 
cess. Sermons, lectures, prayer-meet- 
ings, Young People’s meetings, meet- 
ings for parents, meetings for teachers, 
parades for children, and mass meetings 
all contributed to call attention to the 
importance and value of the Sunday- 
school. The week was so successful that 
it will be repeated year by year as a 
method of stirring up both church and 
community. 


From Boy Teacher to Bank Presi- 
dent:—Jamestown, N. Y.; has a large 
Swedish ulation. Its mayor is a Swede, 
a fine ristian man. During the re- 
cent Sunday-school campaign in New 
York State I spoke at a mid-day gather- 
ing of business men of Jamestown, pre- 
sided over by the mayor. After my 
address, a visitor, a Swedish editor from 
Stockholm, was asked to speak. He told 
the story of a boy who came to a Swed- 


service — if he could not teach. But th, 
superintendent told him he was too 
young. He asked the superintendent if 
he brought in some boys fren the slums 
whether he could not teach them. The 
superintendent, with tears in ;his eyes, 
told him yes. 

The next Sunday in came, the boy 





not suffer thy foot to be moved.” 








with his bunch of lads from tke slums, 


of: Sunday-school: men from: all denom- | 


articles.on Sunday-school work published: 


and asked for a place in the school. 
Soon the slum boys began to. wash .up 
and look respectable, and the boy teacfier. 
led them each Sunday in the lesson and 
made of that group self-respecting citi- 
zens. That boy teacher is now a bank 
president in. Stockholm. . , 


Keeping a Vow. After ‘a Mine Acci- 
dent.—“The year in which I took m 
first Communion in the Catholic Chur 
I entered the Evangelical Sunday-school. 
I learned by heart a good number of pase 
sages of Scripture and hymns which were 
éngraved upon’my memory. The priest 
found my father and threatened him, 
but I continued in the school to the age 
of sixteen years.” In this way Emil, a 
youth in Belgium, begins the story of 
what the Sunday-school has meant to 
him. He is now a useful, respected Cite 
izen in his village. 

“My father,” he continues, “had a 
Bible. and went sometimes to the evan- 
gelical service, but never decided to bee 
came an. Evangelical Christian, As for 
me, as I began to work in the mine at 
the age of twelve years, I was easily ledi 
away by evil companions. 

“T was the oldest of six children. M 
‘father found it hard to get a living, an 
we went to look for work elsewher 
away from both the Sunday-school oat 
the church. My father gave himself 
more and more to drink, and I fell lower 
and lower in the:practise of evil. 

“We returned to our village, and one 
day an old comrade said ‘to me, ‘You 
have returned. Will you not come to 
the church with me?’ I promised him 
I. would, but when Sunday came, after 
a struggle, I decided not to keep my 
promise. I beeame a-drinking man, a 
quarreler, but all the time my conscience 
pricked me. 

“It happened that once when I was 
returning half drunk from a neighbor- 
ing féte and found myself alone in the 
country at night I sang a hymn I had 
learned in the Sunday-school, and [ 
promised myself that some day, perhaps 
when I married, I would chasare my 
course. Sometimes my father begged 
me to read the Bible to him, but 4 
fused. My second brother several times 
asked me to take him to the church 
but I never went. 

“Thus God strove with me, but I 
hardened my heart. I shudder when I 
think how I resisted his grace and com- 
passion. = father reproached me for 
my habits of drink and evil. conduct. 

“One Sunday evening, drunk, return. 
ing late, I went again into a saloon and 
stayed’ until one o’clock in the ss 
I had barely time to get any rest unt 


ish Sunday-school in Stockholm, aski 2 s necessary to get up to go to work 
the superintendent if he could not bee ny father and brother. Our wosk 


wis dangerous. We were replacing the 
timbers in an old gallery of the mine. 
Toward the middle of the day the weight 
of the rocks broke the old wood we were 
about to take away. 

“A crash was heard, the roof fell and 
we were buried in the débris. My father 
and brother were instantly killed. As 





for myself, I found my head protected 
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by a piece of wood which supported 
my lantern. I could not move but my 
head was free. 

“In this situation ¥ reviewed my whole 
life. I remained there a long time be- 
fore I was rescued, said, ‘Lord, 
if thou wilt save me, I will live for 
thee.’ Thank God I have kept my word.” 


By Leaps and Bounds in Brazil.—On 
October 26 Brazil’s Sunday-schools took 
as their slogan “One hundred thousand 
in Sunday-school, October 26.” State or 
Regional Sunday-school Conventions are 
being beldunger auspices of the Brazil 
Sun School Union, assisted by the 
Rev. George P. Howard, Sunday-school 
Field Secretary for South America. The 
first nuraber of a monthly paper for 
Sunday-school workers, published in 
Portuguese by the Brazil Sunday School 
Union, has just reached the New York 
office of the World’s Sunday School As- 
sociation: : 

Brazil is preparing to invite the next 
World’s Sunday School Convention after 
Toyko ‘o beautiful Rio de Janeiro, said 


ALL WINTER 


Mrs. Charlotte Green writes : ‘‘My hens 
have laid all winter since giving 
them “‘ TWO for ONE.’ ”’ 


World’s Greatest 
Egg Producer 


ay Two for ONE "’ is the marvel of all eggs tonics. 
It is the most remarkable producer of eggs ever 
known to the poy world. “TWO for ONE” is 
making records every day in “Fe production that 
were never before believed possible. Flock owners 
all over the"country are amazed with the results. The 
most experienced poultry experts say they have 
never seen the like of it. 


*“ TWO for ONE” is nota mere food. It is an 
egg tonic in the truest sense of the term — a scientific 
preparation in concentrated tablet form —the result 
of scientific research and experiment. Every factor 
entering into the matter of egg production was 
scientifically studied, 





As a result you have in “* TWO for ONE” a tonic 
that conditions the hen for the utmost in laying 
capacity—that builds muscle and bone — that 
stimulates active functioning —that insures fertile 
eggs and room hatchings — that makes the laggard 
lay and increases the production of activelayers. A 
tonic that gets more eggs for you winter and summer 
than you ever thought possible. 


$5000 Egg Laying Contest 


Enter our $5,000.00 egg laying contest. It’s free 
to all users of “TWO for ONE.”” You not only 
double your egg production but you can win one of 
the big cash prizes we are givin every month, Full 
particulars in every box of 'O for ONE.” 


Money-Back Guarantee 


Don’t take our word for it. Every box of “ oO 
for ONE” is sold under the disjjnct guarantee that 
if you are not entirely satisfied you get your money 
back, Take advantage of this offer an 
box of “ TWO for ONE” today. 

Only $1.00 a box, or, our special offer of $2.00 for a 
large box containing as much as three $1.00 boxes — 
enough for an entire season, This costs you 1-15 of 
a cent a day, per hen, or less than Ic a dozen for 
} a geese egge you will receive from your 


send for a 


i ee 
Kinsella Co., 1171 LeMoyne Bldg., Chicago, Il, 


Gentlemen:—I want to increase the egg-laying ability 
of my hens, make more money out of my chickens and 
take advantage of the high prices that will id 
during the winter. So please find enclosed §. . 
for a box of ** TWO for ont ** as checked below: 

(Check In squares opposite size wanted:) 


Small Size (including War Tax) $1.00 ™.5, 


» Large Size (including War Tax) $2,00° .| this 
soooveter Fe was voted to raise 


This order entitles me to an entry in your § 
egg-laying contest, of which you are to send me full 
particulars, and my money is to be returned if I am 
not entirely satisfied with the tonic. 


‘ee ew eeoeer eee ere ee ew wees 


to vie with Sydney, Australia, as hav- 
ing the most beautiful harbor in_ the 
world, 
at Tokyo to back up that invitation. 


some year 
school tour about South America for 
World’s Sunday School Association, and 
who has been working with the Portu- 
guese troops in France, has been invited 
0 


t 
for Brazil, to guide its splendidly de- 
veloping work. 


hood, writes one of the contributors to 
the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, there was a very poor family 
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A delegation from Rio will be 


d now the Rev. H. S. Harris, who 
$s ago made the first Sunday- 


become the Sunday School Secretary 


What Made the Change ?—In my boy- 


in our ape mernees, including three 
strong, mischievous boys who grew up 
practically without religious training. 
One of these boys died a drunkard; 
another has gone away; the third now 
lives in the same community as his pak 
ents, and is himself the father of a fam- 
ily of Christian children. _ ’ 

Not long ago, his oldest little girl was 
passing our house, with a group of her 
young friends, and without realizing 
our presence she eipoet by our trees, 
and arranging her playmates in a class, 
she taught them a little song: 


“ At the Cross, at the Cross, 
Where I first saw the light”— 


My thoughts went back swiftly over 
the previous years. Where she 
learned this song? What made this 
change between her family and her 
father’s family? 

It was the modest little Sunday- 
school down by the railroad tracks, from 
which she had just come. 


Changes in Leadership.—It seems to 
be “quite the fashion” for State and 
Provincial Associations to seek new 
leadership. 

Southern California has called the Rev. 

ibson, of Los Angeles, as its 
new General Secretary. 

Cuba, after holding a successful na- 
tional convention, with 587 delegates in 
attendance, has invited the Rev. H. G. 
Smith, of Sancti Spiritus, to take the 
leadership of its work. 

Massachusetts is calling Dr. E. M. Fer- 
gusson, from Baltimore, to act as Gen- 
eral Secretary, and Illinois has called 
the Rev. George N. Burnie, from Indi- 
ana. 

After nine years of waiting, on ac- 
count of civil war, Sunday-school work 
in Mexico has again been resumed by 
the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, through an appropriation of 
$1,000 annually toward a program of co- 
operation with the denominations. 

Ohio has just lost Mrs. Phoebe Cur- 
tiss, who for fourteen years has been 
the Elementary Division Spostetentent 
and Vermont has called the Rev. George 
Robbins to become its new General Sec- 
retary. 


coor Starts a Negro Association. 
—The Georgia State oo School As- 
sociation, under the efficient leadership of 
Secretary D. Sims, has made such 
wonderful progress in the development 
of the white Sunday-schools that it 
has followed Mississippi in reaching out 
a helping hand to the colored race. 
Twenty-four leading men from various 
sections of the State, representing all 
denominations, came to Atlanta, Septem- 
ber 2, on the invitation of Mr. Sims, to 
consider the advisability and the timeli- 
ness of an aggressive and co-operative 
effort for better Sunday-schools. 

Supported by the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction and several of 
Georgia’s leading business men, Mr. 
Sims, on behalf of the Georgia Sunda 
School Association, offered to furnis 
a trained and efficient Field Secretary, 
provided such a worker would be ac- 
ceptable, and a genuine spirit of co-op- 
eration could be developed. The decision 
to organize was unanimous. The Rev. 
W. G. Alexander, D.D., of Savannah, 
‘vas elected president. 
2,500 on a total 
budget of $4,300, the balance to be fur- 
nished by the White Association. 


Can’t We Stop the Leaks ?—For every 
one of the 20,000,000 that enter Sunday- 
school each week in North America, 
there are four that pass by; and of those 





-was observed in a total of 535 schools. 






of every five pass out without conver- 
sion, 

Attendance at Mother and Daugh- 
en" honopneneaiilgmeamecteade "eh 
other cities of Pennsylvania in the ob- 
servance of Mother and Daughter Day. 
Practically every school in the city 
served the cel tion in some way or 
other. In the number of banquets, how- 
ever, Williamsport goes way beyond any 
city, thus far reported. 

f a total of 53 schools, 25 held ban- 
quets, with an attendance of 4,370 
mothers and daughters. 

The celebration was also observed in 
all parts of Lycoming county, with an 
attendance of 5,630 mothers and daugh- 
ters in 26 banquets. This gives Lycom- 
ing county an attendance of ten thousand 
at the Mother and Daughter banquets. 

en other counties that have sent 
in reports indicate that the celebration 


The Lycoming County Father-and-Son 
and Mother-and-Daughter celebrations 
have become a part of the fixed program 
of the County Sunday School Associa- 
tion. The days are thoroughly adver- 
tised throughout the county. Printed 
matter goes out to every school, personal 
pee work is done, by the County 

uperintendent and his Young People’s 
Council, and in addition the newspapers 
give much space to the events. Profes- 
sor J. B. Rishel is the Lycoming County 
Young People’s Superintendent. 


om 


“ Going Strong” on the 
Victory Message 
( Continued from page 4) 


service, on the first night of the confer- 
ence went home and had it out with God 
till three o’clock in the morning. He 
was one of the radiant fixtures of 
the conference after that, and expressed 
his bubbling feelings by saying that he 
didn’t care whether school kept or not. 

For some time a small band of inter- 
cessors crying to God for a revival in 
their city were led to ask for a confer- 
ence. ey not only prayed, but sacri- 
ficed from their small earnings to make 
the conference possible. (No financial 
guarantee is ever asked for such meet- 
ings, but they knew that the workers 
were dependent on the offerings for 
their support.) 

But if prayer brought the conference 
to their city, these intercessors soon 
found that prayer was more urgently 
needed when it came. For the preach- 
ing of this message, while it is a gra- 
cious message of good tidings, and can 
po, be attractive to people when rightl 
understood, stirs up the powers of on | 
and unexpected hindrances are likely 
to develop. So the leaders were greatly 
disappointed after the large numbers 
on the ages | Sunday to find only a 
little over a hundred at the Monday 
evening meeting. But more distressing 
than the smallness of the number was 
the lack of great spiritual liberty and 
blessing in the meeting. But Satan often 
over-reaches himself, and the result here 
was such a challenge to prayer that the 
conflict was on and blessing sure to re- 
sult, because a few were giving them- 
selves to believing intercession. The 
numbers and the power grew, every eve- 
ning except Saturday showing a big 
increase in numbers, till the glorious 
close on Sunday night when the church 
was comfortably filled and scores took 
their stand for complete surrender and 
faith for victory and the supply of all 
their need in Christ. 

The next conference I was privileged 
to share in after this one, which was 
in a large city, was in a small Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Church in Chicago. And 
here it was the young people who prayed 
and planned for the meeting. Their 
pastor was in full sympathy, and not only 
understood the message but was himself 
enjoying the blessing, but he put the 
whole responsibility upon the young peo- 
ple, who had a society of seventy-five 
members. This conference was lifted 
entirely out of the realm of doubt as 
to the result on the opening night, 
when the two speakers came to the early 
prayer-meeting before the service and 





that enter, it is estimated that three out 
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on their knees talking with God (not 
saying prayers) in simple, believing fash- 
ion. 


It was not that every meet- 
ing was full of liberty and with few 
exceptions ‘full of exceptional power of 
the Spirit. ; 
In this young people’s group there 
aged about as Pe od young men to lead 
in the responsibility as young women. 
and at the close the men offered 
themselves for missionary service as 
well as the young women. In the con- 
ference that followed, several hundred 
miles farther south, there was not a 
man to shoulder any part of the n-. 
sibility. There was not a man to share 
the vision. Dr. Trum when asked 
whether a woman should be superinten- 
dent of a Sunday-school, u to say 
that the best man in the place should 
have this position, and if the best man 
was a woman, he believed a woman 
should. be superintendent. So with the 
vision for revival ‘and the message of 
victory. 

This conference was prayed to the 
town, and was prayed through, by 
a group of women. The opening night 
some of the men were surprised because 
for the first time in the experience of 
their town the little church that was 
opened for the meeting was comfortably 
filled. In this town there was just one 
gir!, apparently, who did not dance and 
go to the theater and take part in other 
worldly amusements. One woman, 
through the message of The Sunday 
School Times, had been led into a mir- 
acle experience of victory and began to 
pray others into the experience. It is 
enough to record that the Lord answered 
their prayers for the conference, and 
the end of that revival is not yet. They 
are expecting another conference led 


6% Two-Year 
Time Certificates 


amply protected by first — 
mortgage, are a safe, profit- fF: 
able and convenient invest~ §: 
ment for anyone who has —: 
saved $25 or more. We have F; 
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7 semi-annually. 
: Write for booklet 
** 6% and Safety.” 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and Shang- 
hai, China. These rates include postage. 
$1 25 Five or more copies, either to 

° separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.25 each, per 


year. 

$1.75 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.75 

each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid -for in a club. 

IN CANADA 

On account of extra postage the above 
rates are $1.50 and $2 respectively, for 
yearly subscriptions. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year; $1.75, and so cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Downie 
can also supply the other publications of The 
Sunday School Times Company. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 











found about twenty-five young people 
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Lenoen te Jonmnary 36 
Acts 4: 1-31 


by the new Christian men of the town. 
When the letter that. is printed in this 
article was read to a little group in this 
Southern town the woman. who started 
this prayer group said, “He belongs to 
me, too, for I. was praying for the 
" workers in that conference.” 
Se Are you giving thanks also Secnibe 
‘ . aod pra ers had a real part in these and 
4 a of grace that cannot 


be be told? for the messengers that 
be es c en to hear God’s 
be os oe ee ae ae 
dS ae pirit may “go str on the g 
news which sainat ‘be e ed, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





BODY WARMTH 

2 It is hardly. possible to insist % 
# too earnestly upon the su- % 
i tne importance of an § 
s of fat-nourishment §% 
: during the winter to keep up & 


| Scott’s Emulsion 


food that is of particular ad- & 
# vantage to those who feel & 
& winters cold Sey ee 
= Scott’s nourishes the 
= whole body and sus- 
3 tains strength. 
& ° Be sure it Scott’s. 
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| Gist of the Lesson 
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tist World. ! 
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teal.”"— Herald and Presbyter. 
.F. H. REVELL CO. 
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37th Year 
Marion Lawrance says:‘‘There is no other I like as well” 


Copy free—158 Fifth Ave., New York 
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Can You Teach 
That Lie Lesson? 


(on January 25) 


Does the Bible ever excuse lying? 

What about Rahab’s lie to shield 
the spies? 

Are “ white lies” wrong? 

May we lie in war? 

Or to save a life? 


These and many other trouble- 
some questions are answered in 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull’s keen way, 
accordin ng to the dictates of Scrip- 
ture and common sense, in his 
remarkable little book, ‘‘A Lie 
Never Justifiable.” 


Ao 


| 75 cents, postpaid 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense, 










































1 by prayer. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 





Yellowing te Home Daily Bible Read- 
Sek on 


International Uniform Sunday 
Lessons, issued by the International 
School Lesson Committee. 
Prayer League, 808 
La Salle Str . Chicago, Bay tage tenis “4 
pendent for support oe 5 yg the 


“them that are His. 


tion, Its office staff 
calls for intercession Fw Gn sent to them 


Prayer for Our Own 


HERE are thousands to whom The 

Sunday School Times is a veritable 
astor, and even more; ; its weekly vis- 
its those of pastor, church visitor, Sun- 
day-school helper, syenpashising friend, 
and loving counselor, all combined. With 
all our praying for God’s 
agencies, are we remembering. daily 
“our own paper,” the paper we love be- 
cause of its loyalty to the Lord’ Jesus 
Christ? Are it and its editors on our 
prayer list? -If not, shall we not place 
them there to-day? Many think that 
the paper is already as good as it can 
be, but let thousands covenant togethers 
to pray for it daily through 1920, and 
see what will happen, There is not an 
evangelical paper on earth, no matter 
how good, that cannot be made better 
Let us remember The Sun- 
day School Times every day this week 
between six and six-thirty A, M., as well 
as at family worship, and then continue 
remembering it at this (or some other) 
hour day by day through the year. See 
Prayer Suggestions below —eéach one 
made without human suggestion or solic- 
itation, 


servants and 


January 12 to 18 
Mon.—Acts 4:1-7. The Arrest and Trial. 


Arrested and tried, but not harmed, 
Why? Because imprisoned where. 

“ Not a single shaft can hit, 

Except the God of love sées fit.” » 

Any brand of Christianity which does not 
make its possessor a (divinely protected) 
target of the devil is tog spurious or 
flabby to give the devil concern. 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for. the 
editors and publishers of The Sunday 
School Times, that they may receive wis- 
dom and strength from above for every 
present task and future plan. Pray that 
while given God’s broad vision for the 
paper, they may be saved from the least 
tinge of the devil’s “broadness.” 
Tues.—Acts 4: 8-16. 

the Boldness of Peter and John. 

Contending earnestly “for the faith 
once delivered” became the early and 
life-long occupation. of the Spirit-em- 
boldened disciples. The devil was stirred. 
He still is. Any man or message or 
movement truly of God has an adversary 
malignant but (under Ephesians 6: 13- 
18 conditions) powerless. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
subscription and circulation and adver- 
tising departments of The Sunday School 
Times, that God’s wiil and glory may be 
kept uppermost in mind. Pray that tf it is 
God’s will he may soon double the cir- 
culation and influence of the paper. Pray 
for ¢club-organizers, new subscribers, and 
those who long to have the paper but 
cannot, 

Wed.—Acts 4: 17-22, 29-31. 
Hearkening unto God. 

Every follower of Christ must choose 
to whom he. will hearken “more” (v. 
19), man or God. . His life’s fruitful- 
ness depends upon the choice. Remem- 
ber the three “H’s”: Hearken, Hear, 
Heed. Christ’s sheep have ears to 
*hearken and “hear,” and feet to heed 
and “follow” (John 10:27). 

Prayer Succestions: Turn through 
The Sunday School Times page by page 
and pray for each department, and cach 
department writer by name; also for 
each regular and occasional contributor. 


Pray for the 





| Pray for every reader, every home, every 


ministered to week by week, at home and’ 
abroad. Pe 


Thurs.—Psalm 124: 1-8. Help in the Lord. 


Read this lesson once, twice, thrice. 
Meditate upon each verse in the light of, 
experience. Has God ever failed, even’ 
once, when the conditions were fully 
met? The Jehovah of Israel is our ae 
hovah, “the same yesterday, and to-da 

and for ever.” “His compassions faa 
not.” : 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
compositors, proofreaders, electrotypers, 
pressmen, all who have anything to do 
with the mechanical production of The 
| Sandon School Times. Pray for the 
widely-scattered former helpers, and for 
the preparation of future helpers. Pray 
for the book and tract and correspon- 
dence departments. 


Fri.—Acts 5:17-25. Delivered from Prison. 


The prison route heavenward is bet- 
ter. than the ce route hellward. 
Prison doors meat? nothing to God. His 
children are freer in a prison than the 
devil’s are in a palace. Having angel 
deliverers, they come and go at God’s 
pleasure (Psalm 34:7; Acts 5:19). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
entir® clerical force of The Sunday 
School Times, the oldest, the newest, 
the humblest, the tested. Pray for the 
janitors, the receiving and delivery 
clerks, the mailing department, the post- 
office and railway clerks, the bavikers, 
every business connection, every caller, 
Sat.—2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18. 

The Good Fight. 

“Now ready to be offered,” but not 
until he had “fought,” “finished,” “kept.” 


divinely appointed course .was finished. 
So also is every “chosen vessel” of God 
(Acts 9:15). Don’t overlook. makin 
personal application of verses. 16 to 18 
in to-day’s reading, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God’s 
richest spiritual and temporal and physi- 
cal blessing upon -every- one connected 
directly or indirectly with The Sunday 
School Times. Pray for the Monday 
noon and other daily prayer-meetings. 
Pray that God may hedge. the -paper 
about-and protect it from ‘every ‘adver- 
sary. Pray that every need be supplied, 
‘Sun.—Hebrews 11 : 32-38. 

The Triumphs of Faith. 

Faith’s heroes — the despised of earth, 
the honored of heaven. “What I do,” in 
permitting “these light afflictions” which 
drive thee closer to myself, “thou know- 
est. not now, but thou shalt know here- 
after,” when thou seest the “far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
(Read also Hebrews 12: 1-15.) 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for a spirit 
of intercession and revival in the entire 
Sunday School Times Company, and in 
every reader of the paper; and that God 
will use the paper to the uttermost limit 
of his will as a channel of spiritual and 
revival blessing to the entire body of 
Christ. PRAY DAILY THIS YEAR FOR THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, 


we 


A Daily Bible-Reading Plan * 


O YOU wish to read the Bible 

through easily but comprehendingly 
in 1920? Then you may wish to follow 
the plan wrought out by Miss Etta 
Konitzky. 

The outline provides for daily read- 
ings for morning and evening, and in 
this way. covers the whole Bible in one 
year. r, if desired, a two-year course 
may be followed from the same leaflet 
by using the morning readings for the }. 
first year, and the evening readings for 
the second year. The morning read- 
ings take up the books of the Old Testa- 
ment consecutively, with the exception 
of Psalms and Proverbs; the evening 
readings, Psalms, Proverbs, and 
books of the New Testament in th 
order. 
ment only in a single year. Both plans 
are clear, simple, and definite. 

The leaflets and cards giving the read- 
ings to be followed can be secured by 
sending a two-cent stamp to Miss Etta 
Konitzky, 





‘pastor and church and Sunday-school 





Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 


Paul-was immortal, so to speak, until his |. 
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Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
Bere thie head ces in the 


PSR. ‘Scckelvbelee ere zowal 
ut ; 

on. r s oa spn "s are equa 
New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 ‘34 Styles 


Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular-upon reauest, Ai all dealers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN . BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - . - New York 




















The Practical Chametiary 
Its high Spiritual tone has en- 


deared this popular handbook 
to thowsands of readers, Its 














reliability, its aptness of 

exposition and suggestive- Only 

ness are well. known. = 
(Postpaid, 80 cts.) ud 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenue, N.Y. 17 N: Wabash Avenue, Chicago 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 


Rev. James-M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 
For all who love, and teach and preach the Gospel. 


Monthly, $1.50 per year; three months’ trial sub- 
scription, 25 cents. 





The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
150 Institute Place, ° + . Chicago, Ill, 


The GOSPEL versus ANARCHY 
For the 182 Millions of Russian People 


“THE FRIEND OF RUSSIA”’ 


Informational—Inspirational, W1iLLt1aAmM FeTver, Ede 
itor. $1.00 per annum. 

Spe 7 A y Ser offer: 25 cents for six pone. 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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BRONZE 1a8Lets 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


T™URCH FURNITURE 


Wy Pews, pulps. Chairs, Altars, Book 
sacks, Tables, Desks—E VERY THING. 
he finest a. made. Direct from our 
factory to your church. Catalog free. 
DeMoulin’Bros. & Co. Oept. GO. Greenville, tl, Ye 
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Pastors 
Praise 


“More Eggs” Tonic 





Many ministers who keep poultry are vastly 
increasing their supply by aang the scien- 
nown as Reefer's ‘‘ More 


tific chicken tonic f 
Eggs’’ Tonic, Reverend D. A. Friend writes: 

About this time last year I obtained several 

ckages of your ‘‘ More s”’ and gave it a 

air trial and in two weeks hens were al- 

most all layin; and I was pation two or three 

times number of eggs I was getting before 


using the remedy. 
Letters from other ministers appear below. 


$1.00 PACKAGE FREE 


If you wish to this tgreat fit maker, simply 
writd a tcard oF letter to J. Reefer © poultr 
expert, 6141 Reefer Bidg., City. 

for his special ree pacuane 1.00 offer. t send 
any money. Mr. Reeter will send you two $1.00 pack- 
ages of *‘ More Eggs.”” You pay the postman upon 
delivery only $1.00, the price of just one package, the 
other package being free. The Million lac Mer- 
chants Bank of Kansas City, Mo., guarantees if you 
are not absolutely satisfied, your dollar will be re- 
turned on request. Sothere is no risk. Write today 
for this special free package offer. 


Ministers Tell of Wonderful Results 


Keeps Hens Healthy 
1 am pleased to state that I used several 
‘* More Eggs”’ Tonic.*:To say nothing of the egg pro- 
duction, the general hea!th of the hens well repaid all 
expenses. — Riv. J. A. SPENCER, Huscher, Kans, 


Increased Egg Production 50% 





ckages ot 





It gives ~ real pleasure to tol you re kage four they wante ; m 

weeks after beginning the'use of “ More er t seeme 5 i r 

hens in din preducti leas: 8 : th d. ; ba ; conily Seot 
cout. I can very heartity ein nt NAR off Ner'es 


Eggs’’ Tonic to any one who wishes to increase the 
egg production of their hens. 
REV. R. ‘fT. GASAVAY, Mendota, Ill. 
19 Hens; 13 Eggs a Day 
I have been using your “‘ More Eggs’’ Tonic a good 
deal. While feeding it I never lost a chicken. ave 
only 19 hens and my eeF average was 13 a day for 6 
moaths. So me for Reefer’s all the time. 
REV. G. C. STRUEBING, Sorento, Ill. 
Building Charch With Profits from “ More Eggs” 
My School sisters and myself have tried your tonic 
for chickens and found it cutrenneinensiy good, I have 
about 90 farmers in my parish and shall try to induce 


them to use “ More Eggs’’ ‘Ionic, which undoubtedly 
they will, if once used, keep up, for it pays well. The 
rofits I make will be used for. the church I aff build- 


ng.— D, A. SCHWEITZER, Burkettsville, Ohio. 


Money-Back Guarantee 


So confident is Mr. Reefer of the results of his great 
tonic that he absolutely guarantees money back if not 
completely satisfied, and the Million-Dollar Merchants 

nk, of Kansas City, Mo., stands back of this guar- 
antee. You run no risk. Don’t delay. Every day 
you wait you are losing money. 


Makes Lay-ers Out of Loafers 


This is a concentrated tonic, not a food. It has every 
element that he!ps make more eggs. A perfect regu- 
lator, aids digestion, and increases production of 
eggs. The foremost authorities in America and 

ultry raisers from every state endorse Reefer’s 
* More Eggs’’ Tonic. 


Send No Money 


Don’t send any money; just fill in and mail 
Coupon. You will be sent, immediately, two 
; $: Ubpackages of ‘MORE EGGS.” 
postman upon deivery only $1.00, the extra 
package being FREE. Don’t wait—take ad- 
vantage of this free offer TODAY! Reap the 
~ BIG profits “MORE EGGS” wilf make for you. 
Have plenty of eggs to sell when the price is 
highest. Send today. 


r 
a ei a ee ee ed 


$1.00 Package 


E. J. Reefer, Poultry Expert 
, Gil Reefer Bidg.,Kansas City, Mo. 
Dear Mr. Reefer :—I accept your offer. Send me the 
two -00 packages of Reefer’s ‘‘ More Erc-+". 4+ 


1 
. Shick I agree the thi 
f this 


brings me t 


ay the 


stman $1.00 ¥ 
ou agree to refu 


to pay 


ie two packages. 


$x.00 if doth of these packages do uot. prove satisfacter 


tory in every Way. 
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Address. .... 


err er ee we Oe ee 


1 66 


[ Children at-Home 








A Halifax Caller 
By Elizabeth Price 


D® you ever see a whale? Not a 
picture, or the museum kind, but a 
real live one? If you ever did, you 
know how big it was and how you didn’t 
want to get too near it. t’s the 
very way the crew of a Sub Chaser felt 
one day. It was before the war ended, 
and the Sub Chaser was “Patrolling the 
Coast,” from Maine to Halifax. That 
means that it was going back and forth 
like a policeman on his beat, to see that 
no enemy U-boats came too near our 
shores, and to punish them if they did. 
Of course there were ottiers, but it 
was only one that met these whales at 
this time and place. 

Yes, whales,—not whale. In fact, 
there were three large ones and they 
seemed to be enjoying themselves very 
much, playing and splashing in the water 
like children at a bathing beach. They 
made a hoarse, trumpeting noise, too, 
and they would ge down out of sight, 
then come up and spout a stream awa 
in the air after giving a queer, snuf- 
fling sound as if they had taken cold, 
which perhaps they had,—with all 
the dampness. 

The men on the Chaser watched them 
a while, but the whales acted as if they 
didn’t know there was a boat in sight. 
However, as they played they came 
nearer and nearer, till finally the big- 

st of all was right alongside the 

haser. The other two swam away then, 
and the crew veges to wish the big one 
would go too. was longer than the 
boat both “fore and aft,”—that’s the 
way the sailors tell of it. He was| 
higher than the.deck they stood on, and 
so close that if the men had been above 
him they could have jumped on his 
back (though that was the last thing 


A tried to: 


position and the whole crew was. lined 
up to watch him he spouted a great 
stream of water into the air, fifteen 
feet higher than his own head, with a 
rush like a cyclone, and the wind blew 
the spray back and fairly drenched the 
men, 

He wasn’t a pleasant caller — so much 
was sure. For one swing of the huge 
body and the Sub Chaser might have 
been sent to the bottom, guns, men, and 
all. You know the Sub Chasers are 
not very large; they have to be small 
so as to go fast in time of war, yet they 
carry heavy loads. 

Well, the crew decided that they would 
finish him before he finished them, so 
the Bosun’s Mate got his gun ready. 
(He is spelled Boatswain, but the men 
never, never call him that.) But the big 
caller had churned up the water so the 
Chaser was bobbing like a cork, the 
whale was a very unsteady target and 
the Bosun wasn’t used to aiming close. 
So he didn’t do a thing but hit the 
Chaser’s own deck and Buiock a great 
strip of its edge to splinters, while Mr. 

ale swam leisurely away as if he 
was used to being shot at and not hit. 

Of course nobody knows what tale he 
told to his friends when he got back 
to them. But one of the sailors declared 
afterward that what the Chaser’s crew 
said to the Bosun’s Mate was “aplenty.” 
But the Mate only grinned and growled 
sométhing about “coming to sea to shoot 
periscopes, not mountains.” And, later 
on, he proved that he could do it, too. 


Battrmore, Mp. 








The Sure 
Shepherd” | 


_ Write for this little booklet, by James H. Mc- 
Conkey. comforting, faith-strengthening mes- 
sage for every Christian. Entirely free. Address 
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Silver Publishing Co., Dept. K.— Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“THE 
ABUNDANT 


LIFE’ 


By PARK HAYS MILLER | 
Awistant Editor, Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work | a 
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IX brief studies for use in the Secondary Division iz 
™— of Presbyterian Sunday Schools, on the theme td 
“Christianity and “Human Conservatiom.”” They set 4 
forth the achievements of Foreign, Missions in mak- 
ing known The Abundant Life. me.” 


Price, 30 cents per copy, postpaid 
In lots of 25 or more, 25 cents per copy, postpaid 





Helps for Superintendents 4 
and Teachers 


including suggestions for both class and platform use ae 


Price of Helps, 10 cents a copy 4s 
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ORDER FROM f 


B. CARTER MILLIKIN, Educational Secretary, 


The Board of Foreign Missions, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
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meet every mescal need of te fs serene 
ppropnate rtments 

“* Loftier,”’ “* Better,”’ have been our aims in inp 
we have ‘Hit the Mark i 
will bring you a cloth bound copy 

ULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 225 








our ‘Best’ 
IS WHY 


” an examination of the 


WE CALL IT 


School and 
.““‘Higher,” 


ing. That 
will show. 50c 


“THE EXCELSIOR. 
HYMNAL” 


on request 
W. 36th Street, New York, N. Y. 











he “ 





; mot prepaid. 


1017 Monon Bldg. 
| CHICAGO 


RODEHEAVER 


“ Sunday’s Famous Song Leader” 
poving sstarned from France, where 


camps, trenches and hospitals, con- 
tinues his good work with his songs, 
his smiles and his famous Trombone 
in this country. 


“AWAKENING SONGS ’’ 


our latest gos 
under supervision of Mr. 

church and Y.M.C.A 
copies: Manila, 25c; limp, 30c; cloth, 40c; postpaid. 
Pore gg of 100: M 


8 AMP-FIRE SONGS,’ which has had worid- 
wide circulation, is a 32- i 
and religious songs especially suitable 
munity “ sings,” patriotic and church meetings; 


roc each id, $3. 2 . 
Te RODEHEAVER COMPANY. 


rightened the corners” of 


] song book, prepared 
odeheaver, for general 
. purposes; 256 pages. Single 


anila, $20; limp, $25 ;_ cloth, 
Ask for complete cafalog. 

book of patriotic 
or com- 


ge 


mmercial Bidg. 
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Crannell’s 


Daily bible 


printed on 
inches. 








for 1920 


Contains all of the International Sunday 
School Lessons for 1920, with References, 
Readings. 
pocket size. About two hundred pages clearly 

good a 5 
Substantially bound in cloth. 
the thing for the busy teacher or scholar. 

cents 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1701 Chestnut St. 


Pocket Lessons 


and Analysis, Vest 


ue paper. Size, 24% x 5% 
Just 
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Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sermons for 
the Youngsters 


A series of alphabet talks by S. D. Chambers 
in his new book 
“Saf § WERE YOU ” 
Will interest the children at once 
Ranging himself alongside the young- 
sters instead of preaching down. to them, 
Mr. Chambers in frank, genial ° fashion 
shows what little folks should aim to be and 


do in order to become noble men and 
women. 


$1.00, postpaid 
For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St. Philadelphia, 











THE SOUL OF A CHILD 


By Stuart Nye Hutcuinson 





[t isn't an easy thing for most pastors and 
teachers to hold the interest of children ina 
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North American Instituto, 341 Menkattas Bidg., CRicage, tl, 





SEVEN-CENT MEALS 


meals with recipes and directions. ro cents or 4 Cents 


and 


two names interested 


AM. SCHOOL HOME ECONOMICS, 502 W.69th St., Chicago 


$1.50 per week 
per person; 42 
Science. 


in Domestic 





five-minute sermon ortalk. Here isa volume 
of talks rvead/y to children, and not simply 
so-called. The author has the gift of be- 
ing able to select an interesting theme, of 
treating it befittingly, and has, moreover, - 
that rare faculty of knowing when and 
where to leave off in the matter of applica 
tion. 





Cloth, $1.25 net, postpaid 
FOR SALE BY 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


103r WatNuT St., - - PuHtILapevpnra, PA, 




















